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Larry Theurer’s story reminds me of another Phan Rang story: 
  
"However when the truck arrives at an intersection about half a mile from the ocean, the driver 
unexpectedly stops and informs us that he is going left and we are to walk the rest of the way 
straight to the beach.” 

“We get out and the truck drives away. And it’s silence. We are standing there unarmed in our 
Air Force fatigues, looking at beautiful rice paddies with no one around. Off in the distance we 
can smell the ocean. So we start walking. Nobody said it but I could feel the same concern in 
the other guys that I was feeling as I’m thinking about the rumor we had heard of the VC having 
a $20,000 bounty for bagging an Air Force bomb loading person."  

I lived in a small apartment in Thap Cham, unofficially at first, and later officially after I married 
my Vietnamese girlfriend.  I kept an M1 carbine in the apartment but was not authorized to be 
armed off base unless I flew somewhere.  The carbine was an early Winchester with the flip flop 
rear sight that had been captured from Charlie. 
 
I worked shift work at the 834th Airlift Control Element (ALCE) and rode a Honda 90 motorcycle.  
One day when I was scheduled to work 1600-2400 I had a little extra time to kill, so instead of 
riding directly from Thap Cham to the main gate, I went from Thap Cham to Phan Rang City, to 
the beach, and to the beach gate.  When I got to the ALCE everyone was excited about a convoy 
being ambushed on the road from Cam Ranh. 
 
I did some figuring about where the convoy was hit, where I rode, and the timing of each.  It 
seems the convoy was hit on the road from Phan Rang City to the beach shortly after I went 
down that road.  Lucky for me that Charlie did not want to give away his ambush position by 
shooting at a lone GI on a Honda. 
 
There were some other interesting things about owning a motorcycle at Phan Rang.  When I 
first got it had to be registered with either a red or blue USAF sticker for off base or on base 
only authorization.  The sticker went on the front fender.  To ride off base I had to go to Saigon 
and get a Vietnamese driver license, registration, and insurance.  Of course you got your papers 
quicker if you paid "extra".  I had to get a Vietnamese license plate; the Vietnamese 
government issued me a number but I had to get the license plate hand made in Phan Rang 
City. 
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When I first got the Honda I was required to join the Motorcycle Club and pay dues.  That 
authorized me to buy low cost gasoline on base; the club had some system for ordering spare 
parts also that I never used.  After all, I had a fleet of cargo aircraft at my disposal, some of 
which came from Japan.  I got my gas free from the Aerial Port fuel truck.  I didn't even need to 
turn on the pump because there was ample fuel in the hose to refill my Honda tank. 
 
During my 26 months at Phan Rang, Dec 67-Feb 70 (except one month at Hue to enjoy the Tet 
68 holiday season), security conditions changed over time.  At one point motorcycles were no 
longer allowed off base, but because I was already married I got a special exception and that 
did not apply to me.  I got a call one day from some MSgt telling me that I was being thrown out 
of the Motorcycle Club because "when you get some special privileges, you have to lose 
others".  I suspect he thought that would mean that I would have to buy gas and parts on the 
expensive local economy.  What it did mean was that I no longer had to pay dues to the 
Motorcycle Club, which was fine with me.  Too bad he was upset about him not being allowed 
to ride off base or even to go off base when it was off limits - which I could do. 
 
(Bill Utterback: Ex-SSgt, USAF Air Operations Specialist (4 years), ex-USAF civilian contract 
Instructor Pilot (T-41A aircraft Hondo, Texas 2 years), and ex-Major, Civil Air Patrol 19th Group 
Commander, Texas Wing and Search and Rescue Mission Pilot Instructor/Evaluator (11 years).) 
 
 

 
Leaflets that the “Pys-Ops” planes dropped in areas that were thought to contain NVA or VC 
troops.  The interpretation for this one is “Honey, full of tear, when are you leaving VC and 
coming back to me?” 
 
834th Air Division Moves 1st Cav to III Corps 11,000 Men, 3,000 Tons (Seventh Air Force News, 
November 20, 1968) 
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By Sgt. Jack Swift 
 

 
 

SAIGON — The 834th Air Division flew the final airlift shuttles in Operation Liberty Canyon" 
last week, a maneuver which 834th commander, Maj. Gen. Burl W. McLaughlin called "the 
biggest quick-response troop movement of the war." 
 
The airlift transferred the majority of the 19,000-man 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) from I 
Corps to III Corps. The division is commanded by Army Maj. Gen. George I. Forsythe. 
 
The massive airlift had moved more than 3,000 tons of cargo and 11,000 passengers from Camp 
Evans and Quang Tri to three new sites in northern III Corps. 
 
General McLaughlin said, We must have set all kinds of records," by moving the first brigade of 
the division into III Corps in minimum time." He noted that transport aircraft of the 834th were 
landing at Evans within hours after the decision had been made to relocate the 1st Cavalry. 
 
The general revealed that the only comparable airlift of the war was the switch in September 
and October of the brigade the 101st Airborne Division and the brigade of the 82nd Airborne 
Division between I Corps and III Corps in Operation Golden Sword." 
 
 SMOOTH MOVE 
 
"This airlift has been one of the smoothest moves I've participated in," the general stated. 
"I think we can attribute that to the very close coordination between the services, and to 
joint initial efforts in identifying possible problems ahead of time.” 
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Beginning with a dozen sorties a day on Oct. 27 and increasing to more than 30 sorties by the 
first week of November, C-130 Hercules (from the 315th AD), C-123 Providers (315th SOW) and 
C-7 Caribous (483rd TAW) touched down on the narrow, 2,900-foot perforated-steel runway at 
Evans, picked up cargo, troops and their belongings, and transported them south to III Corps. 
 
COMBINED EFFORT 
 
Air Force combat controllers provided communications between the airlift mission commander 
at Evans and airlift officials at 7th Air Force Headquarters, Tan Son Nhut Air Base. A five-man 
aerial port team from Da Nang AB's 15th Aerial Port Squadron was at the site in advance to 
prepare pallets and load them onto the aircraft. They were assisted by 18 augmentees from the 
same base. 
 
A nine-man maintenance crew from Cam Ranh Bay AB brought tools and parts to repair any 
aircraft troubles, even to installing a new turboprop engine, should one fail. "We're ready for 
anything," a crewmember asserted. General McLaughlin opined that the small maintenance 
team of this nature is "probably the most important adjunct to this type mission." 
Commenting on the manner which aircrews reacted to the demands of the transfer, General 
McLaughlin said, "Airlift crews know that their job often means life or death to the ground 
troops. Every time they rush ammunition to an outpost under siege, every time they lift troops 
out of a hot area, they see the immediate results of their efforts. 
 
"The words professionalism and dedication were made for these," the general continued. 
"The way I look at it, airlift is what makes the Army in Vietnam the quick reacting, mobile force 
it is, and our aircrews work under that realization."  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Airman Cidercrock 
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Determined Spooky Crew Bails Marines Out of Jam (Seventh Air Force 
News, November 20, 1968) 
 
DA NANG — An enemy force trying to overrun a small Marine unit 
recently found their efforts foiled by a Spooky crew from "A' Flight of the 
4th Special Operations Squadron from Da Nang AB. 
 

The Marine unit, under heavy contact with a numerically superior enemy force eight miles 
south of Da Nang, had suffered casualties, and called for the AC-47 "Spooky" gunship to provide 
cover for a helicopter evacuation of their wounded. 
 
The lone Spooky, piloted by 1st Lt. Jerry L. Beatty, Warfordsbury, Pa., scrambled to the scene 
within minutes and held over the target while the beleaguered Marines assisted their wounded 
to safety. 
 
"Before the rescue choppers came in," began the Spooky navigator, Capt. John A. Johnson, 
Hammond Ind., "the Marines asked us to pin down the enemy forces so the choppers could 
land. As soon as they had their wounded inside the perimeter, we went in firing." 
 
"While we were firing, we saw a huge secondary explosion," added Lt. Col. Wallace 
J. McKenzie, copilot of the Spooky, and commander of "A" Flight, "and smoke rose high 
into the air. Then we saw the hostiles running into a river to escape our fire." 
 
The gunship "hosed down" the surrounding terrain, and the choppers started coming in 
to evacuate the wounded.  Flares were dropped during the entire evacuation operation, and 
the Spooky received intense ground fire. 
 
The choppers were able to get in and pick up wounded Marines, but enemy fire was so heavy 
they were forced to do the job in less than 20 seconds ground time. 
 
"The . . . friendlies wanted to withdraw and join up with their main element to the northwest," 
said Lieutenant Beatty, "and they asked us for fire cover to the southeast. We gave them the 
best we had, and they were able to make their withdrawal." 
 
Aside from being elated at having turned the tide of battle and  effecting the withdrawal of 
the Marines, Colonel McKenzie had high praise for the crew. 
 
"Our crew worked magnificently to keep the guns firing throughout the mission," he concluded, 
"The whole effort was just great, and this was quite a memorable mission." 
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SO GLAD TO BE A WEAPONS MECHANIC 
 
Airman Second Class Hammond and Scardino and I had the day off and decided to check out 
the little village just outside the perimeter fence on the South end of the base. 
 
The name (Thap Cham) was pronounced “Top John”. Don’t know how it was spelled in 
Vietnamese. I looked on Google 3-D maps of Phan Rang the other night. I found the airbase. It’s 
still there. You can see six-bladed Russian helicopters parked there. But I couldn’t find Top John. 
 
We enjoyed our day there. The town was like an old Wild West cowboy town. Dirt streets and 
bars with swinging doors like in movies. Some 101st Airborne Army guys were brawling in the 
bars, crashing out the bar doors, rolling around in the dirt street beating each other. 
  
To get to Top John we had to cross over a maybe 20 foot long bridge over a stream.   We were 
walking back up the dirt road returning to the base and walking in front of us was three large, 
loud, very intoxicated, 101st Airborne soldiers, a Sergeant with 3 stripes and the other two with 
2 stripes. They look back at us and are snickering and mumbling to each other. When they get 
to the middle of bridge, they stop and block it with big grins anticipating the fun they are about 
to have tossing our puny asses into the steam. 
 

  
We approach and they block us, the two grinning lower ranking guys hands are itching to grab 
us. They say howdy and we say howdy. They make a few small talk comments and then one of 
them ask what we do in the Air Force. Hammond tells them we load the bombs on the B-57s. 
 
The Sergeant goes silent for a few seconds and stares at the stream pondering this while his 
men are grinning at him waiting for his signal to go. He then turns to us and his men and says 
“Hmmm, well, the way I look at it, when I call for them, I want them there”. 
   
With a sigh of relief from us, the Airborne troops shake their heads in agreement and say “Oh 
yeah, yeah”, and then they were all smiles and then handshakes all around.  We relaxed and it 
was like old buddy day and they cheerfully let us pass. 
 
We left them on the bridge waiting for the unfortunate Air Force cook or office clerk to happen 
along. 
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Most Decorated First Termer Returning to RVN to Re-up (Seventh Air Force News, November 
20, 1968) 
WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Sgt. Duane Hackney, who had done more for the prestige of first-term 
airmen than Brigitte Bardot did for the towel industry, has made it official. He's going to make 
the Air Force a career. 
 
While Sergeant Hackney admitted he made his decision upon learning last month that blood 
pressure and back problems were not sufficient enough to prevent his reenlistment in June, Air 
Force Vice Chief of Staff Gen. John D. Ryan made his plans public this week. 
 
Sergeant Hackney's meeting with General Ryan came during a presentation ceremony of the 
1967 Cheney Award at the Pentagon. The award, consisting of a citation, medallion and a $500 
honorarium is presented annually to a member of the Air Force for "an act of valor, extreme 
fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian interest performed in connection with aircraft." 
 
Praising the soft-spoken 21-year-old pararescueman for the heroics which earned him the 
award, General Ryan noted that awards were not new to Sergeant Hackney. "He's won 17 
combat decorations during his first enlistment and he's decided to stay with us, for which we 
are all very proud." 
 
All indications are Sergeant Hackney will take his reenlistment oath at Da Nang AB, Vietnam, 
where he won fame on pararescue missions from June 1966 to September 1967. "I haven't got 
any firm orders yet," he said, "but I think I'll be leaving for Da Nang about the first of the year." 
 
Sergeant Hackney's selection for the Cheney Award was based on actions during a mission in 
an unarmed rescue helicopter near Mu Gia Pass, North Vietnam, on Feb. 6, 1967. For these 
same actions he received the Air Force Cross, the first living airman to receive the Nation's 
second highest military honor for gallantry in action. 
 
While searching for a downed American pilot, Sergeant Hackney twice volunteered to be 
lowered into enemy territory. On the second effort he located the pilot and they were hoisted 
into the helicopter. Intense 37mm flak tore into the aircraft causing extensive damage and a 
raging fire. 
 
After placing a parachute on the stunned pilot, Sergeant Hackney was preparing to slip into the 
harness of another parachute when the crippled aircraft was struck again, sending it out of 
control. The force of the explosion blew Sergeant Hackney out through the open cargo door. 
He managed to deploy the unbuckled parachute, make a safe landing, and was later recovered. 
 
 
 
 

FOLLOW UP 
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Saving Lives Task of Elite Group in Today’s Air Force (Ogden Standard-Examiner, Monday, 
August 23, 1971) 
 
By DON BAKER 
 
HILL AIR FORCE BASE- They're called "PJ." Short for pararescuemen, an elite group men with 
one of the most important jobs in today’s air force - saving lives. 
 
The PJ is a special breed of man with an arsenal of highly 
trained skills that range from medical training and rescue 
techniques to parachuting, scuba diving and mountain 
climbing. 
 
Pararescue training is one of the key missions of the 
1550th Aircrew Training and Test Wing that went into 
operation here last month. 
 
And Training student pararescuemen for duty 
throughout the world is a complicated task that falls to 
experienced, combat tested PJs.  Men like TSgt. Duane D. 
Hackey, a veteran PJ with 31 months of combat duty in 
Vietnam and five months in Korea. 
 
One of the most highly decorated men in the Air Force, 
TSgt. Hackney holds the Air Force Cross (second only to 
the Congressional Medal of Honor), a silver star three distinguished flying crosses, 15 air 
medals, the Vietnamese cross of gallantry, an outstanding airman award, a purple heart and six 
outstanding unit citations. 
 
And currently, he’s up for another silver star, two more purple hearts and tow more 
distinguished flying crosses. 
 
REJECTS WORDS 
 
But Sgt. Hackney categorically rejects words like “bravery” and “heroism.” 
 
When you do something that’s supposed to be brave, you really don’t think about it,” he 
explained. 
 
“You are trained to do something, so you do it...and that’s what we want to do here at Hill AFB;  
train PJs so that rescue will be their second nature. 
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“And when the time comes, they won’t think about doing something brave,” he added.  “They 
will just automatically save lives because that’s the job we are trained to do.” 
 
Sgt Hackney indicated that PJs fulfill a variety of rescue missions not connected with combat 
such as space capsule recovery operations and the rescue of civilians who are lost or injured. 
 
FLY MISSIONS 
 
But a majority of their work takes place in combat zones and the PJs often man helicopters that 
fly rescue missions into North Vietnam. 
 
“We’re not guerillas,” Sgt. Hackney pointed out. 
 
“There’s nothing super-sneaky about us...our main job is to rescue and save lives.” 
 
It takes a lot of training to produce one PJ; that training starts right after a prosepective PJ 
passes rigorous physical tests after completing the basic Air Force training. 
 
“Medicine is still our basic skill and we get about eight months of medical training scattered 
throughout a series of pararescue skills,” said St. Hackney. 
 
JUMP SCHOOL 
 
“We also take jump school at Ft. Benning, Ga., scuba training at the Naval Underwater 
Swimmers School at Key West, Fla. And survival school at Fairchild, Wash,” he pointed out. 
 
“Mountain training and other advanced pararescue skills are taught here at Hill AFB,: he added. 
 
Sgt. Hackeny noted that the Ogden area is almost ideal for pararescue training because of the 
local mountain terrain is similar to that of Vietnam and Laos where the majority of new PJs will 
use their skills. 
 
“About the only disadvantage is that you don’t have an open sea here...but the advantages are 
more than enough to offset that,” he said. 
 
Like most contented men, Sgt. Hackney likes his job sheerly because he likes his job. 
 
“It’s almost like one big hobby,” he explained. 
 
“We sky-dive, swim, climb mountains and learn first aid and medical techniques. 
 
 
 

FOLLOW UP 
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There’s Quite A Story Behind That AF Cross (Anderson Daily Bulletin, Anderson, Indiana, 
Saturday, September 16, 1967) 
ON THE LINE...by Bob Considine 
 
DA NANG - There was a brief pause in Airman First Class Duane D. Hackney's war during this 
past weekend. He had to go to Scott Air Force base for a parade. The parade was in his honor. 
So was the Air Force Cross, the nation’s second highest award for valor, which was given to him 
by Gen. Howell M. Esies, Jr., commander of the Military Airlift Command. 
 
Hackney, who is 20, should be back at work with the 37th aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron, presently — after a brief visit with his parents who live in Flint, Mich. He has 
forgotten how many times he has gone out in a chattering Jolly Green Giant in search of 
downed pilots. (The official records put the total at more than 200 missions.) Or how many 
times he has lowered himself into the direst situations to find and help rescue the otherwise 
doomed men. 
 
He won’t forget the missions that won him the Air Force Cross, however. Took place last 
Feb. 6. He was the only survivor of a desperate and, in the end, heart - breaking effort to 
save a pilot’s life. 
 
The pilot had been knocked out of the sky by North Vietnamese ground fire and was down in 
enemy territory somewhere above the demilitarized zone. Hackney was aboard the helicopter 
assigned the hairy task of locating him and somehow plucking him out of the jungle. 
 
In the midst of flak, Hackney detected something shining on the ground. He asked permission 
to be lowered, riding on a jungle penetrator — a heavy metal device, lowered by cable from the 
chopper, which can push aside the otherwise almost impenetrable Vietnamese jungle and 
generally plunge to the ground. Once there it can be transformed into a seat on which a man 
can be pulled up through the trees to the chopper — if he’s lucky enough to have a fellow 
like Hackney around. 
 
Hackney’s dangerous search was in vain. He found footprints made by U. S. flying boots but no 
flyer. The shining thing he had seen from the air turned out to be a bit of tinfoil.  The 
commander of the chopper ordered him to return to the aircraft. 
 
It was enough to expect of a man for one day, but that same afternoon the word was flashed 
that the pilot had been spotted.  Once more the Jolly Green Giant went off on its extremely 
un jolly business. Once more Hackney, who weighs 180, went crashing down through the trees, 
riding his penetrator. He found his man, strapped him to the seat, and saw him hoisted aloft. 
The penetrator was dropped once more, and Hackney rode out. 
 
The story should have ended there, but the war in Vietnam doesn’t follow a script. 
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Hackney was giving first aid to the wounded pilot, and the chopper was wheeling for 
home, when it was hit. It was suddenly ablaze. Hackney ripped off his parachute and got it 
on the pilot. The helicopter fought for its airborne life.  Hackney found another chute 
and climbed into it. Just as he snapped the last buckle in place the chopper was hit again. The 
shell blew Hackney out of the open door. Dazed, he pulled his ripcord at 200 feet and plunged 
into a tree, bleeding from a riddled left arm and back. 
 
In resultant shock, he recalled later, the main thing on his mind was regret that he’d never been 
able, now, to send that Valentine Day card to his girl back in Flint. He had paid a buck for it, too. 
 
He was spotted by another Intrepid crew and pulled aboard its chopper. As he rode the 
penetrator - seat upward he saw the burned remains of his own chopper — in which the 
pilot he had rescued and all members of the crew had perished. 
 
Hackney has put in his papers for another tour in Vietnam. He has won just about every medal 
the Air Force can bestow but he’d like one more.  Seem s he hasn’t been in the service long 
enough to be eligible for the Good Conduct Medal. 
 
 
 
 
 
Air Force Facility Named for War Hero (The Indiana Gazette, Saturday, June 17, 2006) 
 

“I THINK he’d really be 
proud of what he did. He 
would tell you, ‘All this 

stuff wasn’t necessary.” 
 

Carole Hackney Bergstrom, 
widow of Duane Hackney 

 

FLINT, Mich. (AP) — Lackland Air Force Base near San Antonio has named its training facility for 
Duane Hackney, a Vietnam War hero known for his paratrooper rescue efforts. 
 
On Wednesday, the training facility was renamed the Hackney Training Complex. Hackney, 
a Flint native and Beecher High School graduate, died in 1993 at the age of 46. 
 
“I just wish he could see this,” his widow, Carole Hackney Bergstrom of Williamsport told The 
Flint Journal. “I think he’d really be proud of what he did.  He would tell you, ‘All this stuff 
wasn’t necessary. I was just doing my job.” 
 

FOLLOW UP 
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Lt. Col. Warren Ward, commander of the 321st Training Squadron, said Hackney’s name now is 
on the outside of the training building in 18-inch-tall letters. A plaque inside details Hackney’s 
accomplishments. 
 
Ward said the Air Force took nominations three years ago to name each of the eight buildings 
at Lackland. The Hackney Training Complex has space to train up to 1,200 people and has a staff 
of 50. 
 
Duane Hackney trained at the facility, the newspaper said. 
 
He collected medals and decorations including the Purple Heart. 
 
His helicopters were shot down numerous times, and he earned the Air Force Cross in 1967 for 
rescuing a downed American pilot from the jungle in North Vietnam. 
 
Duane Hackney retired from the military in 1991, the Air Force said. He also worked as a 
Genesee County sheriff’s deputy. 
 
 
 
Spooky Firepower Rakes Death Upon Enemy Storage Cache in Delta (Seventh Air Force News, 
November 20, 1968) 
 
BINH THUY — An AC-47 "Dragonship" — a converted cargo plane better known by the troops in 
Vietnam as "Spooky" — under the command of 1st Lt. Frederick J. Barratt, Maple City, Mich., 
3rd Special Operations Squadron here, bloodied the enemy's nose again last week. 
 
Spooky was called on to fire on a Viet Cong ammunition cache and troop staging area in the 
seven sisters mountains in the Mekong Delta province of Chau Doc. 
 
We arrived on target and were directed by the Ba Xoai Special Forces camp on top of the 
mountain, to fire at the base of it. These men had seen a cache being dug up by the Viet Cong, 
but due to extreme fire from the camp, the enemy soldiers were unable to move it 
out of the area," said Lieutenant Barratt. 
 
"The Special Forces men were telling us that we were receiving ground fire, but we couldn't see 
any. They must have been firing without tracers. The weather was fairly good, but flying around 
the mountain was hazardous due to severe up-drafts and there were clouds moving through, 
obscuring the target at times," he continued. 
 
"The friendly ground forces men told us that they could hear the enemy troops running to get 
away from our guns.  They also said they could hear booby traps going off as the enemy ran 
into their own traps. 
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"Charlie finally got a taste of his own medicine," said the lieutenant. 
 
The men from the camp later went to the bottom of the mountain and found 18 enemy soldiers 
killed.  An agent also reported that 52 were wounded by the fire power of the A-47. The cache 
contained two 82mm mortar assemblies, six 57mm recoilless rifles, six Russian 
anti-aircraft guns, twenty-four Russian Chicom automatic rifles and four 60mm mortar 
assemblies. 
 
"The mission could not have been accomplished without the help of my crew. They did a 
splendid job, all of them. When a gun would jam, the gunners would clear it and keep the 
others loaded and ready to fire. The flareman kept the target well illuminated and the navigator 
put us right on the target, while 1st Lt. Vorry C. Moon, Miami, the co-pilot, kept in contact with 
the ground," Lieutenant Barratt concluded. 
 
Lieutenant Barratt and Moon came to Vietnam straight from pilot training. "These two men 
had no real experience before coming here," said Lt. Col. Robert A. Davidson, Ventura, 
California, 3rd SOS commander.  "They have become two very good pilots," he continued. 
 
SPs Pull Double Duty (Seventh Air Force News, November 20, 1968) 
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315th SELECTS AIRMAN OF THE MONTH 

 

PHAN RANG AB, Republic of 
Vietnam (7AF)  
TOP AIRMAN 
Airman First Class Thomas J. 
Reeves, 19, Hackensack, NJ, 
315th Special Operations 
Wing here, working on a C-
123 Provider tire. He was 
selected Airman of the 
Month for August by the 
Wing. (U.S. Air Force Photo 
by A1C Christopher P. 
Boles)  
Dated Sept 2, 1969 
 
(Personal note from 
Christopher Boles:  I look at 
this image and I cringe 
because I could have really 
come up with a better 
image than this.) 
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  Vietnamese propaganda posters 

 
The Southern Guerillas are Truly Gutsy 

 

 

 

The Hung Kings Retained 
Our Homeland, Now We 
Must Stand Together to 

Retain Our Nation 

Ensure the Roads are Open for 
Victory 

The World Must Have Peace 
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Ready on the Road 

 
Victory Will Be Ours 
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Trekking through the forest with hardened front line 
soldiers and living under the threat of American 
bombers: it's not the normal experience for art school 
students, but it was one faced by hundreds in Vietnam 
during the country's conflicts that raged between 1954 
and 1975. 
  
Visually arresting, cheap and effective, Vietnamese 
propaganda posters weren't meant to last, but their 
messages were.  The posters are a historical document 
but also illustrative of the use of art and development of 
artists in the country. 
  
"Artists are soldiers on the cultural front" 
 
Unlike much Cold War-era Communist propaganda art, 
Vietnam's was produced during active conflict, giving it 
a character, urgency and style all its own,  
Expelling "foreign invaders" and celebrating military 
action, such the shooting down of American planes were 
common themes, with national symbols like the lotus 
flower, as well as communist iconography.  Women 
were portrayed in the posters in numerous roles. Imprisonment or worse was the punishment if 
they were caught.  

 
Nothing is More Precious than Freedom and Independence 

Ensure the Roads are Open for 
Victory 
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Wing Honors Won By Men From 352nd (Seventh Air Force News, January 15, 1969) 
PHAN RANG—Men from the 352nd Tactical Fighter Squadron here recently swept the 
maintenance titles for the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing. They captured the "Crew Chief of the 
Month" honor and both the monthly and quarterly weapons load team competition. 
 
A1C John D. Ramage, Limestone, N.Y. was selected as the top crew chief of the wing on 
the basis of cleanliness of the aircraft, maintenance of aircraft records and performance 
record of the aircraft. 
 
Sgt. Francis E. Bryan, Syracuse, N.Y.; Sgt. David C. Loveland, Canton, S.D.; AIC Gary L. Edmison, 
Princeton, Minn., and A1C William W. Christener, Bay City, Mich., comprised the outstanding 
load crew for the month of November and also the quarter. 
 
Dragonship Backs 4th Infantry, ARVN In Kontum Action (Seventh Air Force News, January 15, 
1969) 
PLEIKU — An AC-47 Dragonship crew from the 4th Special Operations Squadron here recently 
had a busy night when it was called on to support two different U.S. Army and Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam 
(ARVN) units. 
 
The Spooky gunships were first called on to support a U.S. 4th Infantry Division unit in contact 
with enemy forces two miles south of Kontum. 
 
When Spooky arrived on the scene, the Army ground controller relinquished control to an Army 
helicopter in the air near the scene. 
 
The enemy was firing rockets into Kontum from sites in a low mountainous area. The helicopter 
cleared Spooky to fire into the rocket sites, and within a few seconds a large secondary 
explosion was reported. 
 
Crewmembers of the aircraft saw ground fire being directed at their ship and told their pilot 
who immediately began firing on the enemy positions. 
 
The pilot of the controller helicopter told the Dragonship, "This is the first time I've ever seen 
Spooky work and all I can say is — Wow!" 
 
The AC-47 stayed in the area until all signs showed that the contact had been broken. 
 
Crewmembers of the gunships were Lt. Col. James C. Hunt, Jr., Suitland, Md., pilot; Maj. 
Dorrance 0. Sandfort, Colorado Springs, Colo., navigator; SSgt. Charles A. Ragan, Holly Springs, 
N.C., flight engineer; Sgt. Kenneth W. Brown, Haskell, Okla., loadmaster; and Sgt. Frank E. 
Devlin, Walnut Creek, 
Calif., gunner. 
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Dragon’s Fire Saves Village (Seventh Air Force News, January 15, 1969) 

 PLEIKU — Two Dragonships from the 4th Special Operations Squadron, here, recently fired 
on an estimated Viet Cong company attacking the village of Plei Ring De, eight miles southwest 
of Pleiku. 
 
Maj. James T. Carpenter, Fairborn, Ohio, the pilot, said, "We received word that the village was 
under attack by an estimated company of VC. As soon as I got there and received permission to 
fire from the ground controller, I opened up with the 7.62 millimeter miniguns.  We fired on 
two 82mm mortar sites and a B-40 rocket site. 
 
"We broke the mortar and rocket attack, but they started shooting at us with small arms. 
We also saw several explosions on the ground from what the controller told me were B-40 
rocket rounds exploding. We fired for more than an hour and were starting to run low on 
ammunition, so we called back to Pleiku and asked that another Spooky scramble to relieve us." 
 

Major Carpenter and his crew were soon replaced over the target by Lt. Col. James C. Hunt, Jr., 
Suitland, Md., and the crew of his Spooky. 
 
Colonel Hunt's co-pilot, 1st Lt. James E. Cross, Warren, Ohio, said Major Carpenter must have 
driven the VC from one side of the village to the other, because when we got there the ground 
controller told us the VC had started to withdraw. 
 
"We asked the ground troops to mark their positions with signal lights. As soon as we knew 
where the 'friendlies' were, we began hosing down the escape routes. 
 
Other crewmembers aboard the first aircraft were 1st Lt. Robert B. Baldwin, Barstow, Calif., co-
pilot; Maj. Robert J. Illig (yes the spelling is correct.), Fairfield, Calif., navigator; SSgt. Kenneth U. 
Marshall, Ashland, Kan., flight engineer; Sgt. Ronald W. Peterson, Pennock, Minn., loadmaster; 
and Sgt. Dennis Schadt, Leavittsburg, Ohio, gunner. 
 
Colonel Hunt's crewmembers included 1st Lt. Gerald L. Peterson, Seattle, Wash., instructor 
navigator; 2nd Lt. Thomas P. Hanisee, Bossier City, La,, navigator; TSgt. Jimmie T. Doane, 
Eminence, Ky., flight engineer; TSgt. Elwin McIntyre, Dunn, N.C., loadmaster; and SSgt. Robert 
W. Conley, Eufaula (The paper spelled it as “Eugaula”, but that city doesn’t exist.), Okla., 
gunners. 
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Spooky Moonlights for F-100s..Like Two-Million Candles (Seventh Air Force News, January 15, 
1969) 
PHAN RANG AB — Target illumination for night strikes by fighter aircraft has become an 
increasingly important mission in recent weeks for AC-47 "Spooky" gunships of Det. 1, 
3rd Special Operations Squadron, Phan Rang AB. 
 
Five times in the past month, Phan Rang Spookies joined with F-100 Supersabres from Phan 
Rang, Tuy Hoa and Bien Hoa Air Bases to hit Viet Cong positions in the vicinity of Phan Thiet. 
 
At a pre-selected time and rendezvous point near Phan Thiet, Spooky meets with a forward 
air controller from Phan Thiet. Together they proceed to the target area where Spook sets up 
an orbit from which he can drop two-million candle power flares. 
 
In selecting an orbit, the Spooky crews must gain a position to use wind direction for maximum 
lighting effect and yet not interfere with the bomb  runs and strafing passes of the fast-moving 
Supersabres. 
 
Before the F-100s arrive, the FAC and Spooky coordinate in identifying the target and making 
adjustments in positioning of the flares. 
 
As the Supersabres arrive, the FAC briefs the fighter pilots on the target and procedures 
planned. As Spooky and the F-100s move into their proper orbits, the FAC fires a marking rocket 
into the target, providing a quick, accurate reference point. 
 
The F-100s then make their passes with the FAC staying near, calling for minor adjustments 
when necessary and observing the target for results. 
 
When the fighters have completed their run, the FAC goes in to assess the damages and 
reports to the F-100 pilots. He then clears Spooky to use his mini-guns on gulleys, ravines, 
possible hiding places or escape routes for the VC. 
 
 
Aerial Gunner Seeks PACAF Title (Seventh Air Force News, January 15, 1969) 
NHA TRANG — A 21-year-old AC-47 Dragonship gunner will represent Nha Trang AB in 
competition for the 1968 Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) First Term Airman of the year. 
 
Sgt. Lyn Carpenter, Bakersfield, Calif., received the nomination while assigned to "D" 
Flight, 9th Special Operations Squadron here. Sergeant Carpenter won the honor over 10 
other first termers. 
 
The "Spooky" gunner, who started his Air Forces career in February 1966, has already obtained 
an impressive list of achievements. He advanced from a three skill level to a five within five 
months and has been selected for staff sergeant with less than 34 months service. 
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In addition to his primary skill, he is also qualified in combat loadmaster duties. 
 
In keeping with the "wholeman concept," Sergeant Carpenter is active in the Air Force 
suggestion program. His latest idea prevents the malfunction which causes a runaway 
gatling gun. 
 
Despite his heavy flying schedule, he has been able to complete an Extension Course Institute 
(ECI) course in mechanical weapons maintenance supervision and is currently taking economics 
under the United States Armed Forces Institute (USAFI) program. 
 
"Sergeant Carpenter's role in combat missions is extraordinary," said his commander, Lt. Col. 
Beecher M. Tillman, Dayton, Ohio. 
 
"His calmness is a stabilizing influence to the whole AC-47 back-end crew and his feats of 
clearing malfunctioned weapons have contributed to Spooky's widely known achievements" 
said Colonel Tillman. 
 
Sergeant Carpenter has been recommended for two Distinguished Flying Crosses for his 
part in the battle of Due Lap in August and a third for a mission in defense of a hamlet near De 
Lat. 
 
His awards include the Air Medal, the Presidential Unit Citation, the National Defense Service 
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, the Small Arm Expert Marksmanship Ribbon, the Republic 
of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 
 
Korean Colonel Gets AF ‘Thanks’ (Seventh Air Force News, January 15, 1969) 
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Move Completed By Guard Unit (Pacific Stars & Stripes, Monday, 
September 16, 1968) 
S&S Vietnam Bureau 
SAIGON — The largest U.S. Army National Guard unit activated for 
duty in Vietnam has completed its move to the war zone, U.S. 
military spokesmen said Saturday. 
 
Sources said the 116th Combat Engineer Bn. is the first battalion-
size National Guard unit to serve in South Vietnam.  The last 
elements of the unit arrived Friday at Phan Rang in the lowlands, 

about 165 miles northeast of Saigon. 
 
The engineers will support combat units in the southern II Corps tactical zone and will be 
responsible for the upkeep of Highway QL120, a key route from Da Lat to Bau Lat. 
 
The 750-man battalion was activated April 13 at Idaho Falls, Idaho. An advance party, led 
by Lt. Col. Donald R. Ghormley, commanding officer, arrived in late August. 
 
The last planeload of engineers to arrive was greeted at Phan Rang AB by Lt. Gen. W.R. Peers, 
commanding general of the I Field Force; Maj. Gen. Davis S. Parker, staff engineer, U.S. Army 
Vietnam Engineer Section; and Brig. Gen. Willard Roper , commanding general of the 18th 
Engineer Brigade. 
 
The 116th has served combat tours during both world wars and in Korea. 
 
 

 
“Squawks” by Joe Schwarzer  

"Squawks" are problem listings that pilots generally leave for maintenance 

crews to fix before the next flight. Here are some squawks submitted by US 

Air Force pilots and the replies from the maintenance crews. 

(P) = Problem (S) = Solution 
 
(P) Left inside main tire almost needs replacement  (S) Almost replaced left inside main tire 

(P) Test flight OK, except autoland very rough  (S) Autoland not installed on this aircraft 

(P) #2 Propeller seeping prop fluid (S) #2 Propeller seepage normal - #1 #3 and #4 propellers 
lack normal seepage 
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(P) Something loose in cockpit (S) Something tightened in cockpit 

(P) Evidence of leak on right main landing gear (S) Evidence removed 

(P) DME volume unbelievably loud (S) Volume set to more believable level 

(P) Dead bugs on windshield (S) Live bugs on order 

(P) Autopilot in altitude hold mode produces a 200 fpm descent (S) Cannot reproduce problem 
on ground 

(P) IFF inoperative (S) IFF always inoperative in OFF mode (IFF-Identification Friend or Foe) 

(P) Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick (S) That's what they're there for 

(P) Number three engine missing (S) Engine found on right wing after brief search 

(P) Aircraft handles funny (S) Aircraft warned to straighten up, "fly right" and be serious 

(P) Target Radar hums (S) Reprogrammed Target Radar with the lyrics 

 

Can you say NERVES? By PeeWee Clevinger 

April 3, 1967: I was stationed in Phan Rang with 529 TC but was on a TDY in 

the mountains in Khanh Duong with the 101st Airborne with 10 trucks and 

20 drivers. 

We were hauling Av Gas and Jet Fuel in 500 gallon bladders to an airstrip around 40 miles west. 

We had the 10 trucks plus an MP escort of 4 trucks with quad fifties mounted in the back. Two  

of our trucks and an escort then two more. 

Up front we had a mine sweeper and an observation helicopter. We had just entered a very 

think jungle area and of course with the mine sweeper we'd go a little ways and then stop, then 

go some more. Well, we had stopped when all hell broke loose. 

We could hear gunfire coming at us when the fifties opened up. I know it was only a matter of a 

few minutes sitting there while they were still sweeping but it felt like hours. We all were just 

shooting into the brush, not seeing anything because it was so damn thick. I heard later that the 

quads shot up 10,000 rounds and burnt up two barrels. I know damned well if it hadn't been for 

them I probably wouldn't even be here. I owe my life to that MP outfit and their guns. 
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 That night, well I was a little sick; I threw up twice in the night. Can you say NERVES? 

 

 

Click on the logo to make your hotel reservations. 

The reunion T-shirt will be on the website next week (6-10 April) for ordering.  

Design Apparel is the website and I will confirm it’s placement in a separate 

correspondence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This newsletter was compiled by Douglas Severt. 

PHAN RANG STAFF MEMBERS 

Joseph Burkhart:  Master of Ceremonies 

Robert Kellington: Tour Coordinator 

Jack Anderson: Treasure 

Lou Ruggerio: Site coordinator/Contract negotiator  

Douglas Severt: Reunion Coordinator 

Ed Downey/Barbara Brandt: Ceremonies 

Christopher Boles:  Photographer 

Bob Tucker:  Keeper of the Rolls 

Mike Maleski: Chaplain 

FACEBOOK GROUP ADMINISTRATORS 

Douglas Severt, Joseph Burkhart, David McGaughey, Vincent Joseph Miller (Susan 

Anderson-Miller) and Kirk Minert 

...and the 812 members (and counting) of the “Happy Valley” Phan Rang AB 

Facebook group. 

 

http://design-apparel.com/design-apparel/product.jas?method=viewByCategory&categoryId=503&page=1
http://www.crowneplaza.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=cp&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=CHSSC&_PMID=99801505&GPC=PHR

