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Phan Rang Helping Clean-Up (Seventh Air Force News, November 6, 1968) 
PHAN RANG —A four-phase program to beautify Phan Rang City has been initiated as a 
joint effort of city officials and U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, Royal Australian Air Force and 
Republic of Korea Army personnel of Phan Rang AB. 
 
"The first phase will be strictly cleanup," said 1st Lt. Bryan A. Wolter, Algoma, Wisc., base civic 
action officer.  Primary emphasis will be given to the major routes going through the city." 
 
"Areas surrounding public buildings, school and civic areas are on the list. The residents are 
being asked to clean up their yards and surrounding areas and pile the refuse along the street," 
Lieutenant Wolter said. 
 
"We'll provide the trucks to haul it away. The remainder of the program will include providing 
the city with three hundred 55-gallon drums for use as trash barrels." 
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"One of the next major steps will be to whitewash trees along the highway, around public 
buildings and buildings themselves to a height of about three yards," he said. 
 
"We plan to include as many groups and organizations as possible in the cleanup project, 
particularly the school-age children.  If we can gain their enthusiastic support, it will do 
much to persuade other groups to provide continuing support." 
 
Final phase in the program will be assistance by base military organizations to Phan Rang City in 
reorganizing and expanding its sanitation department. 
 
First Pizza at Phan Rang AB (Seventh Air Force News, November 6, 1968) 
PHAN RANG — An aroma of sunny Italy has come to this air base near the South China 
Sea. 
 
Utilizing equipment available in any Air Force dining hall, the Phan Rang Officers Open Mess 
is serving five kinds of pizzas for its customers four times each week. 
 
The pizza project began when Col. John R. Diepenbrock, Fernley, Nev., the 35th Tactical Fighter 
Wing deputy commander for materiel and president of the Open Mess Board of Governors, 
suggested to 1st Lt. Wesley M. Bitters, Providence, Utah, club secretary, and SSgt. John J. 
Corcoran, New York City, the club steward, that the Open Mess supplement the food offered by 
the snack bar. 
 
Pizza-making novices 
Lieutenant Bitters and 
Sergeant Corcoran 
turned to Sgt. Willard 
C. Wood, Salt Lake 
City, who had 
experience in the 
restaurant 
management business. 
 
"We found an extra 
oven on base," said 
Sergeant Wood, and 
had it moved to the 
Open Mess.  Then we 
had steel shelves and 
round pizza tins made 
in the base sheet metal shop. The pizza shovels were fashioned from ordinary wood and then 
sanded down for our use." 
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Sgt. Gene M. Hoffman, Denver, a member of the 120th TFS, had worked his way through 
college making pizzas. Sergeant Hoffman and A1C Joe G. Haska, Englewood, Colo., and A1C 
Gerald L. Middel, Denver, became Phan Rang's pizza, makers. 
 
Customer reaction to the idea can be reflected in the comments of Capt. Jon M. Samuels, North 
Hollywood, Calif. Who says, "The pizzas are the best I've had in a long time. I really enjoy pizza 
nights!" 
 
 

 
 

WE CAN DO IT BLINDFOLDED 

It’s night. I’m at the North end of the runway. We are “de-arming” the returning B-57s, making 

them safe to return to the revetment area by disconnecting circuits that drop the fuel tanks and 

removing any un-fired munitions like rockets stuck in pods, rounds stuck in guns.  

In weeks prior we began experiencing a severe shortage of flashlights and batteries. We usually 

all had our own flashlight in our tool bags. The shortage resulted in us pooling what few we had 

at the line Quonset hut so anybody needing one would borrow from the pool.  

But the shortage got much worse, until we were down to only a 3 flashlights functional for all of 

us. I and another fellow were to do the 10 hour de-arm shift from dusk till morning. When the 

Sergeant in the pickup truck came to drive us out to the end of the 10,000 foot runway, we said 

“We need flash lights”. He says “Sorry, the last one died yesterday, there are none left. I’ll look 

around and find you some and send them out.” They never came. 

We are out there, the Sun goes down and it getting darker. This being a combat zone, there is 

intentionally no lights out there on either the ground or the aircraft. We don’t want to present 

a target. Eventually it is so dark that we can barely see the outline of the B-57s when they roll 

up and park with their engines idling, and the pilots can’t see us. We could not signal them. We 

had to tap on the fuselage when we were done de-arming to let them know they could proceed 

in. I could not see the guy with me if he was 20 feet away. Every B-57 that landed I’m praying 

like hell that it is the last one.   

It’s after midnight and one lands and pulls into in our area. De-arming a B-57 requires that you 

climb up on the wing using a small ladder.  It was so dark that I was feeling one foot in front of 
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the other as I carried the ladder toward the aircraft because I could not see my feet and I’m 

trying not to walk into the running jet engine intake. The only thing that saved us was the light 

of a faint moon shining. Without that moonlight we would have been totally screwed. 

I got to the nose of the plane, felt my way down the fuselage to the wing and climbed up. 

Scared to death, almost 95% blind, incredibly to my amazement I successfully did my tasks 

clearing the guns and disconnecting the fuel tanks circuits almost totally by touch. It was like 

the in movies you see where Marines train to disassemble and assemble their rifles blind 

folded. I was straining so hard to see my eyes hurt. I blindly felt my way crawling back across 

the wing to find the ladder to get down. My fellow Airman also successfully did his side.  

Fortunately for us that was the last B-57 for the night. 

(A2C Lawrence (Larry) Theurer was with the 8th Tactical Bomb Squadron, loading munitions 
aboard the B-57 Canberras.  I was fortunate to have meet Larry at the B-57 Bummers reunion in 
Branson, Missouri and after I had seen what he had written I asked if I could share his stories 
with the Phan Rang community.  Of course he agreed and this is just another one of the many 
stories to come.)       

 

 
834th Celebrating 2nd Year; Head of All Vietnam Airlift (Seventh Air Force News, November 6, 
1968) 
SAIGON — The 834th Air Division at Tan Son Nhut AB recently celebrated its second 
anniversary in Vietnam. 
 

The division, previously under Tactical Air Command at 
England AFB, La., was deployed to Vietnam to become single 
manager of all in-country tactical airlift operations. 
 
When organized here in October 1966, the 834th took over 
immediate control of two types of airlift aircraft — the C-123 
Provider and the C-130 Hercules.  Also deploying to Vietnam 
at the same time was the 2nd Aerial Port Group, which came 
here from Japan to be part of the 834th. 
 
In January 1967, the division took over operation of the C-7A 

Caribous, which were transferred from the Army to the Air Force. 
 
Today, the 834th is commanded by Maj. Gen. Burl W. McLaughlin, Cushing, Okla., with a huge 
airlift force spread throughout Vietnam: the C-7As, assigned to the 483rd Tactical Airlift Wing, 
headquartered at Cam Ranh Bay AB; the C-123s, assigned to the 315th Special Operations 
Wing, Phan Rang AB, and the C-130s, assigned to 315th Air Division units in the Western 
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Pacific, but, when in Vietnam, under operational control of the 834th Air Division detachments 
at Tan Son Nhut, Cam Ranh Bay and Tuy Hoa Air Base. 
 
The defoliation UC-123 aircraft, responsibility of the 12th Special Operations Squadron at 
Binh Hoa AB. is also assigned to the 315th Special Operations Wing. 
 
Aerial port specialists with the 2nd Aerial Port Group are assigned to three squadrons and 
45 detachments throughout Vietnam. 
 
 

 
Longest Mission 

 
The longest mission I flew out of Phan Rang was an early mission; probably Shadow 61 or 62. 
 
We launched as usual on a regular fragged mission to coordinates. We were searching for 
activity in Kontum Prvince.  NOS operator (Navigator) picked up some lights on the ground and 
requested permission to engage. 
 
Major Morgan rolled in on the target and started hosing the area down. When the first rounds 
impacted, we hit something and it exploded. Every burst we sent down popped off either 
explosives or ammunition supplies. The "secondary" count was beginning to climb. In no time at 
all we had expended all our flares and all of our 33,000 rounds of 7.62. 
  
We regenerated at Pleiku and went back to work. Without a pause every burst blew something. 
 
One pass we must have hit a big cache, because we had an exploding fireball almost light up 
the interior of our gunship. Once again, as we ran up the score, we had to rearm and refuel a 
second time. This time we regenerated at Chu Lai.  The Marine's weren't happy with us being 
there. They dropped off a fuel truck and flatbed with ammo and flares. 
 
Our flight engineer Squire Riley had to refuel the plane in the dark with the truck hose on top of 
the wings. Meanwhile I and the other gunner Greg Terral were slinging ammo boxes to take on 
another 33,000 rounds and our Illuminator Operator Don Brogan reloaded the flare launcher. 
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We went back out and proceeded to light the night one more time. At that time Shadow 
gunships were not cleared/authorized for daylight operations; so as the sun started to come up 
we were directed off target. As we were heading back to Happy Valley, our Navigator was 
giving coordinates so that they could send some fast movers to finish off the job. All totaled the 
results were: 88,000 rounds expended, 104 flares launched, for 81 secondary explosions, 
dozens of sustained fires. Time of flight 11.5 hours with 3 sorties.  And the men were we 
exhausted! 
  
That was a lot of supplies Charlie wasn't going use on us! 
 
 

 
Sabreman Wins ‘Gun’ Honor (source unknown, submitted by Christopher Boles) 
 
PHAN RANG — The "Top Gun of the Quarter" for F-100 Supersabre pilots of the 35th Tactical 
Fighter Wing here is 1st Lt. Thomas H. Selecman, Jr., Ft. Monroe, Va., of the 615th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron Bobcats. 
 
Selecman garnered 538 points in winning the January through March quarterly award. Point 
values are given for bunkers, fortifications and fighting positions destroyed or damaged, enemy 
soldiers killed, etc. He topped all other Supersabre pilots in the Wing. 
 
In recalling his missions during that time, Lieutenant Selecman thought one of his best missions 
was against enemy positions in a treeline. 
 
"A helicopter was spotting the target for us," he said. "He then directed my wingman and me to 
the treeline where we dropped two bombs." 
 
"The remaining enemy scurried across a paddy to another treeline, where we met them with 
two more bombs and some strafing. We were credited with killing 20 enemy soldiers and 
destroying five bunkers." 
 
During the quarter Lieutenant Selecman tallied 26 structures destroyed and 20 damaged, 80 
bunkers destroyed and 26 damaged, four sampans destroyed and two damaged, 11 fighting 
positions destroyed, five secondary fires, seven secondary explosions, and 22 enemy soldiers 
killed. 
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Got To Get a Message to You (Press Release PR-1—69-3 By MSgt Charles Collins 1992nd CommSq.) 

 
PHAN RANG AB, Republic of Vietnam (7AF) 
THIS ONE IS TO…Airman First Class Peter A. Javelle, 
19, Portsmouth, RI distributes a stack of messages 
destined for some of the more than 60 units and 
agencies serviced by the 1882nd Communications 
Squadron message distribution center here. Airman 
Javelle is a communications center operator. The 
message distribution function was switched from 
base headquarters to the 1882nd building to provide 
better service. (U.S. Air Force Photo by Christopher P 
Boles, Det, 5, 600 Photo)  
 
Dated October 1969 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Memories of Nam, 1968 
 

It has been many years since I talked about a lot of this stuff. I never felt at ease talking about 
Vietnam with those that had not been there. Probably because I thought that they would think 
that I was psycho, making up stories, or just plain bonkers. But I have found that talking with 
those that have been there and have experienced the same environment as myself; it was 
easier to bring these stories out. 
 
Exchanging memories, of the same area, at the same time, on the Internet, with fellow 
veterans, has allowed many to see and understand the same situation in another light or from 
another angle. 
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1. The 2nd Casualty Staging Flight was located at 
Travis AFB, California. Travis is located just slightly 
north of the three-quarter point between the Mexican 
border and the Oregon border. It was also equal 
distance between the liberals and hippies of San 
Francisco and the conservatives and politicians of 
Sacramento. The Staging Flight was made up of about 
40 enlisted folks and 20 nurses and was located in 
three buildings just slightly down the hill from the Old 
David Grant Medical Center. Most of the nurses were 
2nd or 1st Lieutenants and they were all in my age 
bracket of 22 to 25 years old. We worked very closely 

together and after work some of us would go down to the local Pizza Place, just outside of the 
main gate, and have beer and, duh, pizza. 
 
We all enjoyed the warm dry 
evenings that blessed Travis 
AFB as it shared the hot dry air 
of the Central Valley and the 
cool moist air of the Bay Area. 
As the summer moved into 
autumn, I started seeing one or 
two of the lovely ladies on a 
more personal relationship. 
Barbara T. was a fine woman 
with light brown hair and deep 
blue eyes. Even with her full 
shape and firm body, she still 
walked and presented herself as a true professional and officer in the Air Force. Even though 
she was only a 2nd Lieutenant, I felt proud to have her give me my oath during my reenlistment 
in early August of 1967. 
 
Our commanding officer of the staging flight, a Command Nurse Colonel, did take kindly to me 
having beer and pizza, let alone a relationship, with any of "her girls". She was even more upset 
that I had a 2nd Lieutenant and not her, a full bird Colonel, give me my re-enlistment oath. She 
called me into her office shortly after my re-enlistment and lectured me on the duties and 
responsibilities of the enlisted ranks and the officer ranks. She assured me that this “partying” 
would quit and there would be no more fraternization with the officer ranks. Well, boys will be 
boys, and girls will be girls, and it was not long before we were all back having beer and pizza 
off-base. 
 
Understanding the importance of maintaining the officer/enlisted separation while on duty and 
not wanting to see how well the military court system worked, I did drop the personal 

David Grant Medical Center, Travis AFB, California.  Photo 
by Doug Severt 

Photo by Doug Severt 
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relationships. I thought that the old Colonel would be happier than a cooked goose at an Irish 
wake. Which goose got cooked would be determined. The Colonel called me into her office on a 
nice Wednesday morning in mid November. All 6 foot of her sat behind her desk with her broad 
shoulders and short hair making the cold black eyes that were piercing through me feel more 
like an arctic blast. She asked me if I was still fraternizing with "her girls". I told her that I was no 
longer seeing any of her girls on a personal level. She was not impressed one damn iota with 
that reply, as we both knew what she was talking about. 
 

Beer and Pizza 
 I had just gotten my line number for Staff Sgt. the week before, and knew that I may be in a bit 
of a bind. She informed me that as my Commanding Officer she was giving me one of two 
choices. Number one: Go down to CBPO (Consolidated Base Personal Office) immediately and 
volunteer for Vietnam. Number two: Go immediately to jail. ! ! ! ! Hummmmmmm. 
 
She gave me a little time to think about it and after about six microseconds I told her that I 
would be back in a jiffy with a copy of my volunteer statement.  I had been seriously thinking 
about volunteering anyhow; as I felt that my knowledge as an Independent Duty Medical 
Technician was not being used to its fullest potential here at the staging area and would better 
be utilized in Nam. I also knew that it took three to four months to process a volunteer 
statement through the system before you are reassigned to combat duty. I figured that I could 
party for that time. 
 
I made a quick trip to CBPO, completed the necessary paperwork and brought back my copy of 
the statement the Colonel. She smiled and said “Thank You, Sgt. Swickard”. She sure seemed 
overly happy, and that made me wonder what she was up to. That night after work, we had 
beer and pizza as usual at the off-base site. I relayed my conversation of the morning with the 
officer ladies and they too thought that it was not normal for the Colonel to say "Thank You" to 
anyone. The very next morning the Colonel called me into her office just before noon. I made 
myself as comfortable as one can be when one is called into the Commanders Office, knowing 
that I was probable going to jail, at the least. I greeted her in the standard military protocol 
afforded a commanding officer and then she handed me a stack of papers and said "Goodbye 
Sgt. Swickard, you can leave now".  She had handed me a set of orders to Phan Rang, RVN. 
 
How!, What!, No way can this be so quick. I had been assured that a volunteer statement took 
at least 3 months. I was later informed that her brother (also a full Colonel) was the 
commander of the assignments section at Randolph AFB. She called him the day before, gave 
him my volunteer statement number and he cut orders instantly for her. It goes to show that it 
only helps if you know someone in high places. I was given my choice of flying out in two weeks 
after M-16 training, or taking 30 days enroute. I did the latter and spent my time traveling to 
Texas and Colorado visiting friends and having fun before flying over to that “All Expenses Paid” 
trip to exotic Southeast Asia. 
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Two survivors rescued in AF crash killing 42 others (The Port Arthur News, Port Arthur, Texas, 
Saturday, December 5, 1970) 
CAM RANH BAY, Vietnam (AP) — Army rescue helicopters plucked two badly injured survivors 
from a fogbound mountainside today, six days after a plane crash that apparently took the lives 
of 42 other persons. 
 

The two survivors, U.S. Air Force 
sergeants, had endured nearly a 
week of chilling rain and fog, 
hunger, thirst and the threat of 
being killed or captured by Viet 
Cong troops. 
 
They were identified as Sgt. Gary 
Lee Aldredge, Navarro Calif., and 
Sgt. Vincent Fairbrother, 
Riverside, R.I. Both were flown to 
a hospital at Cam Ranh Bay, 
where Aldredge was reported in 

"fair condition" and Fairbrother 
"seriously ill." 
 
One of the two, it was not 
immediately known which one, 
suffered a broken leg but told 
rescuers he had crawled up and 
down the jungle-covered slope 
looking for other survivors. The 

other man, suffering from multiple injuries and apparent shock, had been pinned in the 
wreckage until a rescue party of ground troops found the crash site Friday afternoon. 
 
Rescuers quoted both men as saying they were on the first leg of their return to the United 
States after completing their one-year duty tours in Vietnam. 
 
The U.S. Command in Saigon released scanty details on the crash but little hope was held 
out for any of 30 other Americans, including five crewmen and 12 Vietnamese aboard the 
Air Force C123 cargo plane. 
 
The, twin-engine craft had departed Phan Rang Air Base last Sunday on the 30-mile flight to this 
big coastal supply base, 190 miles northeast of Saigon. 
 

Tom Bohnsack:  This is the sad photo, taken weeks later, of 
the crash site of the C-123 that hit the mountain between 
Phan Ramg and Cam Ranh Bay. By this time the monsoon 
had let up, skies cleared and the U shaped opening on the 
top of the mountain where the flight almost made it, is 
visible. 
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But about halfway, groping through rain and fog, the plane flowed into the 2,600-foot 
mountain and disintegrated. 
 
Two Air Force panamedica who helped bring out the two survivors today said the wreckage was 
scattered over a wide area despite the think triple canopy jungle.  The said members of the 
ground party had found a number of bodies and there were no indications of any other 
survivors. 

The Crew 

Lieutenant Colonel Daniel H. Tate 

First Lieutenant Charles M. Deas 

First Lieutenant Richard W. O’Keefe 

Master Sergeant Donald L. Dunn 

Technical Sergeant Clyde W. Hanson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alabamian Killed in Asian War (The 
Annistan Star, Friday, February 19, 

1971) Washington (AP) The Defense 
Department reports two more 
Alabamians have been killed in 

Southeast Asia. They were identified 
Thursday as 1st. Lt. Charles M. Deas, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil W. Deas of 

Montgomery and T.Sgt Clyde W. 
Hanson, husband of Mrs. Anne L. 

Hanson of Montgomery. Both men 
were in the Air Force. 

 

Charles F Hendry: Slight amount of detail 

concerning the above crash. "On flight from 

Phan Rang to Cam Ranh Bay in poor weather, 

the C123 crashed into high ground at 2700 ft. 

Thirty US Military/11 USAF personnel plus 10 

ARVN troops were killed. Two ARVN survivors 

were found 5 days later walking toward a 

road.  Capt Vincent Fairbrother and Sgt Gary 

Aldredge survived and found 7 days after 

crash." Aircraft 54-0649. 

Tom Bohnsack: Pilot on the one that went into the mountain lived 

in my hooch. I lived with PTSD for years after that because he was 

a good pilot and I constantly thought 'why him and not me'?  The 

weather was bad, he was IFR and was directed to turn for his 

approach into CRB (Cam Ranh Bay). No one checked terrain level 

before turning and he hit the top of the mountain. Another 50 feet 

and they would have made it.  The Air Force expected a great deal 

out of young personnel in stressful situations and in this case, they 

paid the ultimate price. 

 

Dennis Seaton: ...This plane 

crashed in December of 

1970 in the mountain pass. 

There were 2 survivors 

from the 315th 

maintenance group. They 

were still at CRB hospital 

when I left.  I saw them 

before boarding the 

freedom bird. 

https://www.facebook.com/hendrycf?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/dennis.seaton.1?fref=ufi
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Phan Rang Duo Pass Spare Time With Interesting Taxidermy Hobby (Story provided by 
Christopher Boles) 
PHAN RANG - TSgt. Frederick W. Von Kutzleban, Wheeling, Ill., a member of the 435th Munitions 
Maintenance Squadron here, recently received a gift that was, to say the least, unique. The 
present was a stuffed duck. The bird, a present from AIC Terry Z. Riley, Ket, Wash., and Sgt. 
Pierce A. Newton, Midwest City, Okla. was the result of weeks of painstaking effort by the two 
weapons mechanics at their new hobby — taxidermy. 
 

"We had both always been 
interested in the outdoors and 
anything to do with it," said Airman 
Riley. "And when we saw an 
advertisement in a sports magazine 
we decided to send for a 
correspondence course." 
 
The two soon received all their 
instruments, curing agents and 
instructions. 
 
"Our only problem, once we got the 
course," added Sergeant Newman, 
"was finding animals to stuff. We 
bought a duck in the local 
marketplace and set to work on it. It 
took about a week to skin it and treat 
the skin with an agent. Then, we 
stuffed the head and other small 
cavities with potter's clay. The larger 

portions were filled with wood 
shavings and we used wire to 
hold the bird in shape," he concluded. 
 

Since their initial effort, the two have stuffed a turtle dove, frogs and other small specimens. 
Next in line is a cobra the two captured recently. 
 
Other plans? Well, we just advise Phan Rang residents to keep their pets on a leash. 
 

Everything's Ducky.  Sgt. Pierce A. Newton, AlC Terry Z. 
Riley, apply finishing touches to their two stuffed 
animals, a duck and a small turtle dove. 
(Photo by Sgt. Donald Dirksing) 
  



“Happy Valley” Phan Rang AB, Vietnam                                                                                                     
...keeping the memories alive 

Phan Rang AB News No. 62                      “Stories worth telling” 

Page 13                                                           The Phan Rang AB News No. 62 
 

 
 
The Air Medal has been received by U. S. Air Force Maj. Charles B. Haskins, son of Mrs. Louise 
Smith of Oceana, who is assigned to a unit of the Pacific Air Forces at Phan Rang AB, Vietnam. 
Major Haskins, an F100 SuperSabre pilot, was cited for hi s outstanding airmanship and 
courage on successful and important missions under hazardous conditions.  The major, a 1954 
graduate of Oceana High School, received his commission in 1957 through the aviation cadet 
program.  His wife, Eleanor, is a daughter of Earl Cook of Oceana.  (Beckley Post-Herald, Beckley, 
W. Va., Wednesday Morning, July 30, 1969) 
 
U.S. Air Force M.Sgt. Eugene R. Iwanski of Route 1, Junction City, was decorated with the Air 
Medal at Phan Rang AB, Vietnam by Col. Gregg P. Nolan Jr., commander of the 35th Tactical 
Fighter Wing.  Sgt. Iwanski. son of Mr. and Mrs. B . W. Iwanski distinguished himself at Phan 
Rang as an aircraft maintenance superintendent while participating in aerial flight and was cited 
for his outstanding airmanship and courage on successful an d important missions completed 
under hazardous conditions.  The sergeant's wife, Sara, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. M.C. 
Sheets, Auto, W. Va. (Stevens Point (Wis.) Daily Journal, Thursday, August 5, 1971) 
 
T. Sgt. Richard A. Brown, whose wife, Beverly, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Gentry 
of Niles, has received the U.S. Air Force Commendation Medal at Phan Rang AB, Vietnam.  
Brown was decorated for meritorious service as a maintenance scheduler at Scott AFB Ill.  He 
was cited for his outstanding managerial ability and devotion to duty.  He is now at Phan Rang 
in a unit of the Pacific Air Forces. (The News- Palladium Benton Harbor, Mich., Thursday, June 
19, 1969) 
 
Sgt. James L. Crowder, son of Mr. and Mrs. James C. Crowder, 115 Monroe Ave., Beckley has 
received the U. S. Air Force Commendation Medal at Phan Rang AB, Vietnam.  Sgt. Crowder was 
decorated for meritorious service as an air traffic controller at Phan Rang. He was cited for his 
outstanding professional skill, knowledge and initiative.  The sergeant, a 1965 graduate of 
Woodrow Wilson High School, is assigned to a unit of the Air Force Communications Service. 
His wife, Kathleen, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin C. Mockabee, 4901 S. W. 80th Court, 
Miami, Fla. (The Raleigh Register, Beckley, West Virginia, Friday afternoon, August 29, 1969) 
 
Airman 1C. Jerome W. Schmidt Jr., son of USAF Chief M.Sgt. and Mrs. Jerome W. Schmidt, 
Ciovis. N.M.. is a member of the 11th Special Operations Wing in Southeast Asia that has 
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earned the Presidential Unit Citation. Airman Schmidt, assigned at Phan Rang AB. Vietnam, is 
aircraft mechanic with the wing which has received the highest U.S. organizational award for its 
performance as the only USAF unit of its kind in the combat theater.  The 14th is headquartered 
at Phan Rang and operated from nine major locations in Southeast Asia. Wing aircrews fly 
seven types of aircraft. (Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Friday Morning, May 28, 1971) 
 
S. Sgt. James R. Bohannon son of Mr. and Mrs. James P. Bohannon, of 411 E. Cheyenne Rd., Is 
on duty at Phan Rang AB in Vietnam.  Sgt. Bohannon Is a jet mechanic and member of the 
Pacific Air Forces. (Gazette Telegraph, Colorado Springs, Colo. Tuesday, November 18, 1967)  
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 
Crowne Plaza Charleston Airport - conv. Ctr., 4831 Tanger Outlet Boulevard North Charleston, 

South Carolina 29418. 

Here’s what you need to know about the reunion 
Cost:  $124.00 per room, per day.  Includes 2 
full breakfast buffets.  Rooms will be available 
at the group rate three days prior to event and 

Cancellation policy:  You may cancel any time 
prior to 24 hours prior to 4 p.m. arrival 
without any penalties.  If you cancel less than 
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three days following event based upon 
availability. 

24 hours prior to 4 p.m. arrival, the individual 
may be subject to pay the hotel a cancellation 
fee equal to the first nights room and tax. 

Internet:  Complimentary high speed internet 
in lobby, meeting areas and sleeping rooms. 

Guarantee & Billing:  Guests are responsible 
for paying all reserved accommodations and 
incidentals.  

Check-in time: 4:00 p.m. Check-out time:  11:00 a.m. 

Rooms:  The hotel will offer a mix of king, 
double queen and handicap accessible rooms 
based upon availability. 

Parking:  Complimentary parking and airport 
shuttle. 

Banquet:  We are still in the planning stages, 
but it will be somewhere in the ballpark of $55 
for 3 entrees and $48 for 2. 

Tours:  We will have a base tour and probably 
a downtown tour, but this is also still in the 
planning stages and once they are finalized I 
will let everyone know. 

Click here to make your reservations 

 Make plans now to join us in Charleston, 8-11 October 2015. 
 

Breakdown of the days  

8 Oct. Travel/Arrive Charleston 9 Oct.  Base/City Tours 10 Oct. Tour - Evening Banquet 

11 Oct. Check-out/Travel   

 

 

Doug’s Musings:  It’s amazing at the number of story writers we’ve been attracting to the Phan 
Rang Facebook group.  Some guys haven’t spoken of Vietnam for years and for some they never 
did, for many reasons.  Now that we are all meeting daily and many more are hearing about us 
and joining the group we seem to be having an outpouring of posting that in my opinion are 
priceless and constitute a piece of history of Phan Rang that needs to be captured and that’s 
what I try to do with this newsletter.  Sometimes I wonder why it’s important to me.  We’ve 
written about the good times and the bad times, but after we are gone what difference will it 
make?  Our stories are what it really was like to be stationed at Phan Rang, a perspective you 
couldn’t get by just reading ‘press releases’ from the newspapers.  I think I mentioned this 
before about posts that are made on Facebook.  I think they are only displayed for a certain 
amount of time or there is a space limit.  Since we are posting so much more with the increased 
membership, that space limitation is met quickly and those priceless comments vanish forever.  
As far as I know there isn’t a limit on pictures, so once you post them they remain there unless 
deleted by the owner.  That is the reason why I work frantically to save what I can. 
 
There had been some questions about the dates for the reunion, so I spelled it out in the 
reunion section.  We are not deviating from tradition, so we will have the same schedule as in 
previous years.  On Thursday, 8 October most people arrive at the convention site.  Because a 
lot of you arrive even early, we will try to get as many of the early arrivals together, but I can’t 

http://www.crowneplaza.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=cp&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=CHSSC&_PMID=99801505&GPC=PHR
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see how we could make any specific plans.  On Friday, 9 October everyone should already be in 
place as the tours usually start early in the morning.  On Friday evening things really heat up in 
the hospitality suite.  Then on Saturday 10 October we will have more activities planned and of 
course the highlight of the reunion is the banquet on Saturday evening.  Sunday 11 October is 
the check-out date for some.  Remember the reunion rate is good for three days before and 
after the reunion.   
 
If you would like to be added to the Phan Rang mailing list, please contact Doug Severt.  I’m the 
same guy you need to contact if you would like to be removed from the mailing list.  Nothing 
fancy or automatic here.   
 

Who’s Who at Phan Rang 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PHAN RANG AB LIBRARY 
PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE PHAN RANG AB NEWS 

(The Phan Rang AB News is a newsletter compiled from various sources by Douglas Severt to 
heighten the awareness of Phan Rang AB and to keep interested personnel informed about the 

annual Happy Valley, Phan Rang AB reunion.)  
 
To download any of the previous issues of the Phan Rang AB News, just click the hyperlink of 
the desired issue.  I’ve redone all the links and now anyone can access them. 
 

PHAN RANG STAFF MEMBERS 

Joseph Burkhart:  Master of Ceremonies 

Robert Kellington: Tour Coordinator 

Jack Anderson: Treasure 

Lou Ruggerio: Site coordinator/Contract negotiator  

Douglas Severt: Reunion Coordinator 

Ed Downey/Barbara Brandt: Ceremonies 

Christopher Boles:  Photographer 

Mike Maleski: Chaplain 

FACEBOOK GROUP ADMINISTRATORS 

Douglas Severt, Kenneth Rowsey, David McGaughey, Vincent Joseph Miller (Susan 

Anderson-Miller) and Kirk Minert 

...and the 780 members (and counting) of the “Happy Valley” Phan Rang AB 

Facebook group. 

 

mailto:dougsevert@cox.net


“Happy Valley” Phan Rang AB, Vietnam                                                                                                     
...keeping the memories alive 

Phan Rang AB News No. 62                      “Stories worth telling” 

Page 17                                                           The Phan Rang AB News No. 62 
 

Phan Rang News 1 Phan Rang News 2 Phan Rang News 3 Phan Rang News 4 

Phan Rang News 5 Phan Rang News 6  Phan Rang News 7  Phan Rang News 8 

Phan Rang News 9  Phan Rang News 10 Phan Rang News 11 Phan Rang News 12 

Phan Rang News 13 Phan Rang News 14 Phan Rang News 15 Phan Rang News 16 

Phan Rang News 17  Phan Rang News 18  Phan Rang News 19  Phan Rang News 20  

Phan Rang News 21  Phan Rang News 22  Phan Rang News 23  Phan Rang News 24  

Phan Rang News 25  Phan Rang News 26  Phan Rang News 27  Phan Rang News 28 

Phan Rang News 29  Phan Rang News 30  Phan Rang News 31  Phan Rang News 32  

Phan Rang News 33  Phan Rang News 34  Phan Rang News 35  Phan Rang News 36 

Phan Rang News 37  Phan Rang News 38  Phan Rang News 39 Phan Rang News 40 

Phan Rang News 41  Phan Rang News 42  Phan Rang News 43  Phan Rang News 44 

Phan Rang News 45  Phan Rang News 46 Phan Rang News 47 Phan Rang News 48 

Phan Rang News 49 Phan Rang News 50 Phan Rang News 51 Phan Rang News 52 

Phan Rang News 53 Phan Rang News 54 Phan Rang News 55 Phan Rang News 56 

Phan Rang News 57 Phan Rang News 58 Phan Rang News 59 Phan Rang News 60 

Phan Rang News 61    

 

 

My apologies to John M. DeCillo for plagiarizing and altering and changing his posting to the 35th SPS, rather than the 8th 
TBS. 
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