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Missing Transport Planes Presumed Lost in Vietnam 

 

SAIGON (AP) — Hope faded Thursday of finding any survivors of two U.S. transport planes 

which disappeared without trace in the central part of South Vietnam with 123 Americans 

and Vietnamese aboard. 

 

The transports—one missing since last Friday, the other since Sunday—were presumed 

to have crashed in rugged mountain country. 
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A large-scale aerial search, fruitless so far, left officials with a three-way mystery: What 

caused the two planes to go down, precisely where did they crash and were there any 

survivors? 

 

U. S. headquarters in Saigon delayed announcement that the planes were missing for several 

days In each case to permit search and rescue operations without enemy interference. 

 

Headquarters still withheld information, on security grounds, on where the planes took off or 

where they were going, although it was known that they took off from separate bases. 

 

Both aircraft were twin-engine, propeller-driven C123 planes with the military designation of 

“Providers.” 

 

The plane missing since Friday carried 79 persons—an American crew of 5, one U.S. military 

passenger, 58 Vietnamese soldiers and 15 Vietnamese women and children dependents of the 

soldiers. 

 

The other transport, missing since Sunday, carried 44 persons a 5-man American crew, 27 

American troops and 12 Vietnamese passengers. 

 

The loss of the two transports overshadowed action on the battlefields. 

 

Except for a large scale operation In the Mekong Delta, fighting across South Vietnam remained 

at a low level and even the enemy rocket attacks of earlier this week tapered off. 

 

From the Pensacola News Journal, Dec 4, 1970 

 

Hope faded Thursday of finding any survivors of two U.S. transport planes that disappeared in 

South Vietnam over the weekend as the Defense Department announced that Staff Sgt. 

Grayson H. Newberry of 131 S. Beal Pkwy, Fort Walton Beach was one of the Americans 

missing.  Other Air Force men listed missing at the same time as Newberry were Capt. Cecil G. 

Moyer Jr., Capt. Norbert A. Podhajsky, Lt. Elmon C. Caudill II, Lt. Jon M. King, Lt. Charles L. 

Kollenbert, Lt. James F. Saxby, MSgt. Bobby D. Seay, TSgt. Robert B. Johnson, SSgt. Ralph S. 
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Guck, SSgt. James C. Starens, SSgt. Harry A. Watson, Sgt. Gary L. Aldredge, Sgt. Vincent J. 

Fairbrother Jr., Sgt. Billy J. Hogan Jr., Sgt, James E. Stubblefield, Sgt. Ronnie C. Teschendorf 

and A1C James B. Young. 

 

 
Top row left to right:  Cecil G. Moyer Jr., James B. Young, James E. Stubblefield, Ronnie C. 

Teschendorf, Jon M. King, Ralph S. Guck and Norbert A. Podhajsky.  Second row left to right:  

Harry A. Watson, James F. Saxby, Robert B. Johnson, Elmon C. Caudill II and Billy J. Hogan Jr. 

and Grayson H. Newberry. 

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
(The words of Laurence Binyon) 

 

Comments from Facebook: 

 

Vincent Donadio: A friend of mine died on that plane James B. Young, we were stationed 

together at McClellan AFB, Ca. 

 

Dennis Seaton: I rotated in January 1971 and visited with the two survivors of the PR 123 crash 

at Cam Ran Bay. They explained that they sat in the troop seats next to the rear doors and 

when the plane hit the mountain the planes tail section broke at the doors and folded over the 
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fuselage. In doing so they were both dropped to the ground as the plane continued up the side 

of the mountain. One had a broken arm the other had a compound fracture of his leg. They 

survived by catching water and taking care of each other. They were best friends for the year 

they were at PR. Both fully recovered. 

 

Richard Brown:  Bob Johnson was a hooch mate in 310 TAS Phan Rang. He was our best 

inspector, taught me much, and we shared many adult beverages for nearly a year. Just 

terrible-on their way home. 

 

Bernard Manning: I knew some of the guys on that plane. Grayson Newberry was my trainer at 

Hurlbert Field before I went over, and Bob Johnson was a close friend. We used  to make 

spaghetti dinners on our nights off. 

 

Charlie Randall:  Sgt Ronnie Teschendoff also on plane. He was an electrician with the 35th CES 

and my good friend. RIP 

 

 
Lorain airman is killed in attack on U.S. Base 

(The Chronicle-Telegram, Thursday, July 23, 1970) 

LORAIN - A 32-year-old U.S. Air Force sergeant who was due to return here from Vietnam this 

week died July 21 during a rocket attack on the air base at which he was stationed. 

 

Sgt. Richard Pearl, the only child of Mr. and Mrs. Pincus Pearl, 2308 South 

Jefferson Blvd., was killed as he walked in a base exchange parking lot at Phan 

Rang Air Base. 

 

Military sources said an enemy rocket struck about 25 feet from Pearl, 

spraying him with shrapnel. 

 

Pearl enlisted in the Air Force in 1960, according to his parents. He left the service in 1964 and 

worked for General Telephone Co. in California, then reenlisted in the Air Force in 1966. 
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His parents said he wanted to make a career of the service.  The sergeant was in charge of the 

alert system at Phan Rang. It was his first year in Vietnam. 

 

A graduate of Lorain High School, he is survived by his parents and his wife Lisa, of Sacramento, 

California. 

 

Funeral arrangements are incomplete. 

 

 
(Also see:  Phan Rang Newsletter 105, “Aussie Flier’s Reaction to Pullout Is Mixed”.) 

 

Bobcats Help Army 

(Seventh Air Force News, April 9, 1969) 

PHAN RANG - "The Army commander was in his chopper saying, 'there are troops all over 

the place down here, come back in,' " recounted Capt. William M. Lamos, Long Lake, N.Y. 

 

A member of the 615th Tactical Fighter Squadron "Bobcats," Phan Rang 

AB, Captain Lamos was describing a strike in the Mekong Delta area of 

South Vietnam. 

 

"As we made our passes, the Army commander was in his chopper going 

in and checking the results after each pass. He was pretty enthused. He 

told us that on our first two passes we had gotten four of the enemy, and after our last pass, he 

said we killed 12 more." 

 



“Happy Valley” Phan Rang AB, RVN 
...keeping the memories alive 

Phan Rang AB News No. 148         “Stories worth telling” 
 

Page 6                                                           The Phan Rang AB News No. 148 

 
 

Two Successful Missions Cap Tour of Pilot 

(Phan Fare, The Happy Valley Weekly, November 1, 1967) 

Back-to-back B-57 jet bomber missions which destroyed a total of 48 military structures, 

including five concrete ones, and caused three secondary explosives 10 miles south of Da Nang 

recently capped the Vietnam tour of Lieutenant Colonel Horace W. Lehman, 46, from 

Albuquerque, N.M. 

 

The strikes occurred less than 24 hours apart, and the targets consisted of two Viet Cong supply 

areas a mile apart. 

 

Colonel Lehman is currently wrapping up his tour as chief of the tactical unit operations center 

of the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing.  He has played a key role in launching thousands of F-100 

Super Sabre and B-57 combat missions. 

 

In the two strikes south of Da Nang, the colonel recalled that is was “a monstrous job” coping 

with adverse weather and the proximity of the “terrific amount of (air) traffic: around the base. 

 

A veteran of over 25 years of military service, the colonel flew bombers in the European theater 

during World War II. 

 

“this is without question the very best station we have in Vietnam...If I ever 

had to come back, this we be the base I’d want to come back to.” 
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As he prepared to depart for the United States, the veteran flier commented, “this is without 

question the very best station we have in Vietnam...If I ever had to come back, this we be the 

base I’d want to come back to.” 

 

Two of the Colonel’s sons are in service.  One of them, Hal, is in Vietnam, and was stationed 

with an Army unit at Phan Rang for five months before being assigned to a new location 60 

miles north of the base. 

 

 

 

The Dinubilo Brothers 

 

it was an unusual situation for my brother Vic and I (Don) to be at the same base in Vietnam 

at the same time. Here is my account of what 

happened 

 

Vic had Permanent Change of Station (PCS) to Vietnam in November 1965 from Davis-Manthan 

AFB (Tucson, AZ) and was going to be stationed at Nha Trang AB, Vietnam. I was stationed at 

Edwards. AFB (CA) and we were writing letters back and forth about the Nam. In April 1966, I 

received my orders to report to Travis AFB for three days of training on the M-16. My orders 

were to report to Tan Son Nhut, Vietnam, arriving on 

April 5th or 6th. I had been able to write Vic and let 

him know I was arriving in-country, but just where I 

didn't know. Since I knew where he was we agreed 

that I would get to Nha Trang as soon as I could. Upon 

landing at Tan Son Nhut we were put in the repo-depo 

(Airmen awaiting base assignment) and were told we 

would be shipping out to another base in a few days. 

 

After the local in-country intro and such we were put 

on a prop-job and flown to Da Nang. The Master Sgt. 

read off a few names and those guys got off. The plane 

took off. Another landing at Na Trang, and Phu Cat, 

More guys were told to get off. Then we landed in 

Donald outside his hooch area. 

Don in front of his hooch. 
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Phan Rang. What a rural base that was. A bus drove us around the perimeter to Grey Eagle. A 

poop load of 12-men tents had been added to the existing hootches and we were quickly 

assigned to those tents. We were told to report to the supply tent and draw our bedding and 

gear. We were to check out all of our gear and take it back to our tents and square everything 

away. We got behind a bunch of guys standing in line outside of the supply tent. These guys 

looked like hell. They wore assorted cammies and jungles boots and were scary-looking. They 

all wore black berets. I was standing in line behind one of these guys and he even smelled bad. 

 

I turned around to my buddy, David Terry, to talk to him. His eyes suddenly looked over my 

shoulder and he just stared like he recognized someone. He whispered to me, "Don, that's Vic 

in front of you!" I laughed, and said, "Vic is in Nah Trang." David said to take a look. I turned 

around and was one foot away from my brother! I let out a yell and then Vic recognized me and 

we grabbed each other and rolled around laughing and crying at the same time. Seems like Vic 

had volunteered to come to Phan Rang as part of the building up of the base security. We just 

couldn't believe our eyes. After we drew our gear, I walked back with Vie to my tent area and 

he talked to a Sgt. Korn about me moving in with the Panthers. The Panthers were in those 

hooches next to the Armory. Sgt. Korn said he would check into it and in a few minutes Vic and I 

were putting my gear in his hooch. 

 

 
 

Around two or three weeks later, Vic and I were called in to Air Police Headquarters to talk with 

one of the officers there. He told us that one of us would have to leave Nam because of the 

Sullivan Act. So I asked him where would the reassignment be to. He explained that it would be 

any one of the bases in SEA. Thailand, Japan, Philippines, etc. But I asked why not back to the 

USA? He said once you are PCS to SEA, you must do the twelve months tour before shipping 

back to the land of the big BX. Vic had been in Nam about six months already and he didn't 

want to be moved.  He had time and grade on me. I asked the officer if I had to leave Phan Rang 
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what happened to me. 

 

When Vic DEROS’d he said, we will bring you back here to serve out the rest of your tour. I'm 

thinking, screw that. Now I will have to worry about my brother and then about myself coming 

back six months later. My mind was racing. I just blurted out that I would rather stay here and 

patrol with my brother knowing of his safety first hand. Also our mom would be able to keep 

track of both of us a hell of a lot easier. The Panthers could train me and after Vic left, I would 

be capable of handling myself instead of coming back to the Nam and not knowing crap about 

nothing with six months to do. Vic agreed that it would keep our mom calmer if we could stay 

together. The officer just said okay, and that was it. 

 

We were suppose to see Bob Hope but we were told it was too dangerous for him to be at Phan 

Rang, so we got to see Nancy Sinatra  "Boots were made for walking" at the base show.  Didn't 

see any Happy Valley references anywhere on base, so I don’t think it had that nick name at the 

time. The show was in late 1966 if my memory serves me right. 

 

If you think that it was unusual for brothers serving together in Vietnam-the Panthers also had 

the Tucker twins! I think they were from the Midwest.  When the four of us would go 

somewhere off base, the people would point to our identical name-tags and say "same-same—

samesame?"  We would point to each other and say "Yes, same-same, mamasan—same 

papasan" and they would be amazed. We would crack up and order another Bom-de-Bom.  

These were from 1966 memories and I’m sure there were many more instances of brothers 

serving at Phan Rang in the later years including the Kirk and Paul Minet twins. The Dinubilo 

brothers were assigned to 35th APS. 

 

 

Experience important 

(Seventh Air Force News, April 9, 1969) 

 

PHAN RANG - "Experience is the best teacher" reads an old axiom, but "Experience makes 

the best teacher" is the proven fact behind the selection of instructors for the 504th Theater 

Indoctrination School (TIS) at Phan Rang Air Base, Vietnam. 

 

It is here that all forward air controllers (FACs) newly arrived in Vietnam receive the 
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fundamentals of their trade. 

 

 

Their instructors come from flying backgrounds as varied as can be found in Vietnam. There 

is only one thing they have very much in common - experience. 

 

All FAC instructors are combat veterans, having about half a year's practical experience in 

Vietnam before being selected. 

  

The instructors are drawn from all areas of Vietnam. They are highly qualified pilots but, 

more important, they are experienced FACs, hand-picked to instruct tactics and procedures to 

controllers just arriving in Vietnam. 

 

As a group, the FAC instructors have more than 10,000 combat hours - nearly 500 hours 

per man. 

 

Most of this combat time has been spent at very low altitudes, highly vulnerable to ground fire. 

Because of this experience, the instructors are able to instill confidence and professionalism 

into the new FACs who will be controlling air strikes in the months to come. 

 

 

 

 

Airmen Aid 39 Students 

(Pacific Stars & Stripes, Sunday, Jan. 3, 1971)  

PHAN RANG AB, Vietnam (Special) — Thirty-nine students from Thap Cham High School will 

have the opportunity to continue their education through the generosity of American airmen 

here. The airmen are assigned to two Phan Rang AB squadrons, the 35th Avionics Maint. Sq. 

and the 1882nd,Comm. Sq. 

 

During their third year of contributing money to the Dollars for Scholars program, the airmen 

raised enough money to almost triple the number of scholarships awarded last year. 

 

The initial money will pay for four months of schooling while additional funds will be provided 
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at a later date. School officials decide which students will receive the scholarships. 

 

 

310th Aids Refugees 

(Phan Fare, The Happy Valley Weekly, October 3, 1968) 

 

Members of the 310th SOSQ recently aided 41 Montagnard families in 

Hoai Trung refugee hamlet, located near the base of Ninh Thuan 

Province. 

 

1St. Lt. Larry L. Meinders, the unit Civic Action Officer and Sgt. Dale E. Monjar, the squadron 

Civic Action NCO, led the part of six men to the hamlet.  T hey brought with them some 1,400 

pounds of rice, clothing and school supplies. 

 

“We are fighting two wars here, “Sergeant Monjar said.  “This is the heart and soul of the 

second war.  We are trying to convince these people that we are here to help them and their 

government. 

 

Lieutenant Meinders was on his first trip to the hamlet after assuming the post of squadron 

Civic Action Officer. 

 

“We have a long way to go,” he said, “but the men of the squadron are trying.  The 

Montagnards are trying very hard also.  The men from the squadron who are here today,” he 

continued, “will tell others what they have done and we hope to build more support this way.” 

 

Lt. Col. Everett C. Brown, a C-123 Provider pilot and the information officer for the 315th SOWG, 

felt that the squadron was really helping people. 

 

“The leaders in the hamlet tell us what they need and we try to secure it for them,” he said.  

“We give them materials and then they build whatever it is they need.” 
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Snoopy Stargazing 
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From Nguyen with Love 

 
(From Phan Fare, The Happy Valley Weekly, April 5, 1969) 

 

Dear Nguyen, I may not be hip on all the NCO Club rules--but why is it that every time there is 

an Aussie floor show at the NCO Club, you see all kinds of Aussies at the Club?  I know they 

can’t be members because about half of them are “slick sleeves.”  How do they get in?  On top 

of that, they usually come late and end of standing in front of paying members!  Member 

 

Dear Member, Without much research, I’ve found there are two legal ways the Aussies can 

come into the club--those who work there are members.  And, they can come as guests of card-

carrying members, just  off-hand, I’d say that the management isn’t checking as closely on the 

membership criteria of the Aussies as they are of the U.S. types on floor show night.  But 

anyway, give them a break, we are comrades-in-arms.  Nguyen 

 

Dear Nguyen, Is it true that Charlie plans an Easter “egg” roll from the top of Nui Dat to Happy 

Valley?  Huh 

 

Dear Huh, Dear me, I guess your intelligence sources are better than mine.  This is the first I’ve 

heard of it.  Quite frankly, I hope not!  Nguyen 

 

 

Phan Rang Remembrance 

 

Jack Wall wrote:  Our squadron, the 614th, had two 

barracks. We shared the top floor of one of barracks with 

the Post Office guys, they being at one half of one end and 

us at the other.  When I got there the only bunk available 

was in their end, while one of their guys (Dave) was in our 

end. He and I were nearly provoked into a confrontation by the post office pukes until we 

realized that we were both Christians. 
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As soon as the Post Office pukes realized this, they screamed, "oh no, not another one."  Dave 

and I became fast friends and to this day we communicate regularly. 

  

The guys in the Post Office spent much of their time trying to get me to go to the beach to get 

drunk until one of my guys told them it was going to be pretty hard to do. When they asked 

why, he said, "Because he doesn't drink."  

 

After that, things quieted down for the most part although I did have a first sergeant who hated 

Christians and took it upon himself to make our lives as miserable as possible.   His name was 

Boatright. 

  

My commander was pretty understanding and allowed me to hang out off base a lot, which 

made things much more interesting. Most of the photos I have are of the countryside, and of 

Thap Cham.  

 

Thomas Wyman Taylor wrote:  I was sitting on my bunk reading a book when it started to rain. 

Who could forget that raindrops in Nam were as large as your thumb.  I noticed two guys 

running to get in their barracks on the other side of the latrine. Within a few seconds that 

trench was so full it just looked like a big puddle. Both of those guys fell in and totally 

disappeared. They came up spitting muddy water, crawled out and slowly walked on. 

 

I almost fell out of my bunk I was laughing so hard. 

 

Jim Leatherbury wrote:  I have read with great interest all of their posts and pictures. I arrived 

at Phan Rang in April of 1966 and stayed there until January of 1967 when I transferred to Tuy 

Hoa. 

 

I had arrived after spending three days in Saigon, and then 6 or 7 of us caught a C-47 to Phan 

Rang at the old airport (Buu Son area) and a jeep ride to our living area. We were then 

instructed to carry a tent up the hill to where they had built tent platforms and set it up. We 

were down the slope of Nui Dat and this would be my home the next several months. 

 

During those months the tent was transformed to a hooch, with screen and bamboo mat on the 
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sides, electricity, water faucet out front along with a boardwalk. We worked 12 hour shifts and 

as some of you noted the night shift was called Panther Flight. The day I left for Tuy Hoa I was 

supposed to move into a barracks they had built for us.  At Tuy Hoa I lived in a tent on a giant 

beach, oh well, long camping trip. 

 

Jim continued to write:  I thought today I would relate an experience I had at Phan Rang in 

about June of 1966. One of our NCOs came to our hooch one day and asks 6 or 7 of us if we 

wanted to guard a convoy to Dalat. We loaded up in a truck and had a couple of jeeps with 

M60's plus a semi trailer and a loader with a scoop on which I sat. The drive was a few hours 

into the mountains and after awhile it got a lot cooler after the hellish heat of Phan Rang. Dalat 

was an old French resort town and really nice and we spent the first night at a hotel that had 

been a palace at one time. The next day we were quartered at a villa nearby. There was 

communications army and several green berets there and they had some tribesman with them 

with crossbows. Our communication guys set up the equipment for the aircraft we were to get 

and then our stay was over and it was back to the heat of Phan Rang. 

 

Richard Olson wrote:  I arrived in Vietnam on February 9th, 1968 and was stationed at An khe 

at Camp Radcliff in the 589th Army Engineers. Several months later the 589th moved to Don 

Duong and joined the 577th Engineers to become one unit. We were camped in front of an 

earthen dam holding back the Da Lat Reservoir which if I remember correctly was about 40 

miles from Phan Rang AB.  Although I was not stationed at Phan Rang I guess we had some 

transit barracks there. (on skid row) I was a Staff Sergeant in the earth moving platoon I stayed 

in Vietnam for 27 months which included two extensions, finally leaving in September 1970. As 

far as the dates I was in Phan Rang, who knows. I went to Phan Rang as often as I could. (who 

wouldn't, NCO club, paved streets, Library, theater, even a stop light. A stop light in Vietnam! 

 

Alton Roberson wrote:  The picture below is Lt. Benjamin Lang. He was a pilot with the 615th 

when on April 28, 1971 he crashed while on a night mission. I didn't know him well but he 

found out that we were from the same hometown and that I had just 

returned from R&R and he was going in a few days. 

 

He asked about the weather and different things flew my plane that day 

and after he returned I never saw him again. Shortly after returning from 

his trip home he was killed. I had forgotten his name long ago but when I 
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saw this picture he became fresh in my mind. He was only 25. I'm not ashamed to say that I 

cried when I saw this picture, for him and all the other friends that I grew up with that died in 

that war so young and long ago. 

 

Dulen Lee wrote:  This is my experience on the night of March 18th 1969.  I was in the 352nd TFS 

and was working night shift on March 18, 1969. I was working on the 352nd flight line that was 

close to the B-57s when the rocket hit between the 2 fuel trucks and saw the explosion and the 

flames when it happened. I knew both of the fuel truck drivers; they drove their trucks to our 

revetments frequently so we could refuel our F-100s every night in between missions.  

 

One of the trucks had driven to my revetment, and I refueled an F-100 a couple of hours prior 

to the attack. The drivers were pretty excited when we talked to them later. It was an exciting 

night and all of the people that worked the night shift on the flight line had been through 

numerous attacks since the January 28th attack.  Dulen Lee, 352nd F-100 Crew Chief. 

 

Jerry (Doc) Richter wrote:  Thanks for mainline copy of "intake" to me. Indeed brings memories. 

I don't recognize any guys in the pictures. I don't understand why you are sending pictures of all 

these old bald and gray haired guys? The guys I remember were all young virile studs fighter 

pilots. 

 

I need to search out through my totally disorderly files (gone through hurricane) and search 

some of my old pictures and find pix of Dr. Tucker putting on the Vietnamese boy cast. I used to 

go on the medical missions with him. I will send them when I find them. 

 

 Another note and possible answer to that lonely "Hapless Hun of Phan Rang" on page 38. I was 

intimately acquainted with that plane that belonged to the 615th TFS. Way back I was scheduled 

to fly back seat mission down to Delta. Unfortunately we had another F-100 mishap and I was 

pulled out of that mission and a photographer took my place.  During that mission the plane got 

damaged from ground fire damaging landing gear, but managed to land gear up in Bien Hoa, 

 porpoised and skidded to the right off runway and hit a mound of dirt and rocks and inverted 

into a lake/river trapping both crew members.  Even though the 50 ton crane came on the 

scene immediately the photographer died from drowning. 

 

The pilot survived because as the water started coming into the cockpit he pulled the green 
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apple forcing the water out of his mask. In was my unpleasant duty to investigate the death of 

the photographer that could have been me. I have the pictures of that plane in same condition 

as is in the picture. 

 

Alexander Zion wrote: This picture was taken shortly after arriving 

at Phan Rang. I was 23 years old and didn't know what I had gotten 

into. I was somewhat newly married to my wife Linda and had a son 

(Buddy) who was only 3 months old when I shipped out. Over the 

next year I grew a lot, saw a lot that I can't forget about, but very 

proud of my time as a K9 handler at Phan Rang. I served with a 

bunch of bad ass K9 handlers and we thought we were 

indestructible. However, there were times on the perimeter when 

you were scared to death, just you and your dog and 100's of yards 

of darkness between you the wire and another handler. Those who say they never were afraid 

are fringing liars. Between the nightly threats of Charlie attempting to penetrate, or probe the 

perimeter of your sector, fing snakes, wild Boars or water buffalo you just learned to deal with 

it. But, to this day, I can close my eyes and still see it. The only two things I miss about Vietnam 

is my Dog Hasso, he took care of me and the commardare that we K9 handlers had for one 

another. It's damed shame we all can't get together one more time. 

 

 

 
Letters 

 

 Jim Soltis: Thank you very much for sending me the info in the Phan Rang newsletter!  

Really enjoyed it. Keep it coming. 

 Paul Minet:  Thank you for what you do. The news letter is great. Thank you for putting 

it out.  

 Bob Howe: Many thanks for the latest Phan Rang News. Most interesting as usual. 

 John Claybaugh:  Thank you again for the many interesting newsletters. Some of the 

stories I really relate to. 
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 Mike Floyd:  Congrats to you, your staff (?) and all Phan Rangers.  It looks like a good 

time at the reunion was had by all.  Phan Rang Newsletter 138 was an informative read. 

 Jerry White:  Doug, several of these officers later became general officers.  Galier, Len 

Russell, Gallgan and Pauly.  May have been others that I don’t recall prior to 68-69. 

(referring to Know Your Commander in newsletter 139) 

 Dick Oelkers:  That’s a lot of work.  Thank you for doing it. 

 Bob Cherry:  Thanks for sharing.  Nice summary of my dad (Lt. Col. Robert C. Cherry).  

(referring to Know Your Commander in newsletter 139) 

 David T. Dickens:  Nice bio of my dad (Lt. Col. Samuel T. Dickens)!  Thanks for sharing. 

 David Fiedler:   Interesting profiles (Phan Rang News 140).  I had connected with Dan 

Brownell some time ago on “Together We Served” and we reconciled he was my 

replacement in 352 TFS Ops.  I was the Ops Clerk Jul 67-Jul 68 (late in month).  He had 

not arrived prior to my departure but apparently came in shortly thereafter.  Not often 

in the military that one is able to learn who actually replaced them in a particular job. 

He was a few months behind me at Lackland (I joined 29 Jan 65) and Amarillo for tech 

school. 

 A1C Herbert W. Hallen Jr.: Enjoyed your articles and stories about Phan Rang AB and 

the people stationed there. But there are many things that took place behind the scenes 

that will never be talked about. I spent 1969 to 1970 at the base and the surrounding 

"garden" as we called it. I haven't heard the name Happy Valley in many years. I almost 

forgot the nickname. It brought back thoughts of Zippo lighters, ration cards, the 

freedom bird, short timer’s calendar, the old Australian sleeping barracks' and my 

brothers, both alive and those who didn't make it. The VA sent me a letter two days ago 

telling me they have no record of me ever being in Vietnam even when I gave them a 

copy of my DD214 and copy of my return orders. My good friend in the K-9 unit at Phan 

Rang AB gave me a Zippo lighter he had engraved for me. It reads; though I walk 

through the valley of death I fear no evil because I'm the meanest SOB in the valley. He 

never made it back KIA by a rocket coming out of the new K-9 barracks. The VA can 

never take our friend ship away no matter what they say about me His name Joe Loftes, 

Dallas/Ft Worth TX. 

 Jim Drever:  G’day Doug. I’d like to thank you for the information you send to my 

Vietnam squadron association (No. 2) and I personally appreciate your dedication and 

efforts, in maintaining your contact with “My Mob!  Thank you Doug and cheers from 

“Down Under”. 
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 Tony Smith: Was there for both of these occurrences (Tony is referring to Magpies 

Down in Phan Rang News 147.) and knew both Mike Herbert and Bob Carver. I have 

huge respect for our CO Wing Commander Downing. 

 Bruce Muller:  Great job on the newsletter. 

 

" Bubber Birdman Hoffman" 

3rd Annual Fishing Classic 

 

 
 (Fishing for Walleyes on Lake Erie on 19 & 20 June 2018.  Check in on 

the 18th and check out on the 21st.) 

 

Event for "Happy Valley" - Phan Rang AB, Vietnam 

Hosted by Bruce Muller, Joe Kaupa, and Bob Hoffman 

 

Accommodations are at the Hampton Inn, Oregon, Ohio (8 miles from the harbor).  The rate is 

$51 plus tax per person for a room with two queen beds and you are asked to share the room 

for that special rate.  The only exception is for the Hoffman space... He gets tied to the car on 

the ground floor, so the Seagulls can pick his bones clean.   If you don’t have a partner to bunk 

with call Bruce @ 920-680-6894 and he will try to find someone.  Click here to make your on-

line reservation.  If you prefer to call, the number is 419-724-3333 and mention the reservation 

code of “Phan Rang AB” and group code of “PHA” to get the special rate. 

 

Additional Information: 

This will be a 2 day outing.  Our cost for the charter will be $100.00 ea., Plus tip Per day (your 

call).  Our fishing charter will be at least 6 hours in length. A friend of mine that I go to Canada 

with went last year. They all caught at least a 75 Walleyes per day.  

 

 Charter boats departs the dock at 0700 Hrs.  Your bag limit is 6 walleyes Per Day. If you’re 

there for 2 days you can bring back 12 fish, plus Perch, and Small mouth Bass.  All fishing tackle 

http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/T/TOLTOHX-PHA-20180618/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
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and bait are included.  The License fee is $19.00 for 3 days. To buy a license goe to: 

WILDOHIODNR.GOV once on the page go to: I WANT TO: drop down box FISHING LICENSE 

follow link. (June 18-20 fish Lake ERIE) 

 

We will be fishing from multiply charter boats, 6 men to a boat.  So grab your favorite PRAB Vet 

or friend and join us.  The Midwest is very central for everyone.  Here is the ONLY catch.  

Because we feel this might be a very busy time of the year, we need to let the Motel and the 

Charter, know the number of participants no later than April 30, 2018.  We are limited to 48 

fishermen, so sign up quickly. You can sign up by:  INSTANT MESSAGING: or calling 920-680-

6894. 

 

Here’s a link to get more information on fishing Lake Erie. 

 

Hope to see you there! 
 

The Selling of Phan Rang 

 
Note:  Send check to Jack Anderson, 826 72nd St. SE, Auburn, WA 98092 specifying exactly 

what you want.  Make check payable to Phan Rang AB Reunion. 

 

(Note:  The way the Phan Rang AB Supply Chain Management system works is you, the 

customer, sends your order and remittance to Jack Anderson at the address listed above and he 

in-turn notifies the suppliers, either Bruce Muller for Patches, Stickers and Pins or Doug Severt, 

for Challenge Coins, and then they fulfill the orders.  We are mailing from different states, so 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FWILDOHIODNR.GOV%2F&h=ATPvc2uKJrQFmkgrgSpYqfp9DgnwTLDxYHH0msEae2WAgqVRdknXmr5WS0ZSqfKQaPeE0S-73vrgb4WnccHtob1QDv0amy3B3DuCXA9-ZmDW6JR_DpRuX3ACu0s5pt_qaNhu3g
http://www.13abc.com/content/news/The-best-walleye-fishing-ever-why-2017-could-be-the-year-on-Lake-Erie-413097883.html
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we can’t combine orders.)  

 

 

Our 2018 Reunion shirt, pictured on the left is on 

sale here as well as the classic knit polo emblazoned 

with the Phan Rang AB patch on the front.  Because 

of the design we decided to offer the shirt only in 

white, but with a choice of long or short sleeve.  We 

have decided that our Reunion shirt will be the 

official dress at the Grand Ole Opry. 

 

 

Doug’s Comments 

I know that these newsletters aren’t dated because for the most part a date isn’t important for 

most of the 50 year old stories, but in mid April is when this newsletter was released and a very 

important date is at hand.  ANZAC Day is April 25, a national day of remembrance in Australia 

and New Zealand that broadly commemorates all Australians and New Zealanders "who served 

and died in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping operations" and "the contribution and 

suffering of all those who have served".  ANZAC” was the name given to a combined force of 

First Australian Imperial Force and New Zealand Army troops who landed on Turkey’s Gallipoli 

Peninsula at around dawn on Sunday, the 25th day of April, 1915, barely nine months after the 

outbreak of World War I.  There is an ABC (Australian Broadcasting Corporation) miniseries 

ANZAC Girls which is a moving six-part series based on the unique, and rarely told true stories 

of Australian and New Zealand nurses serving at Gallipoli and the Western Front.  I’ve just 

finished watching it and the heroism and sacrifices these men and women faced should never 

be forgotten.  The Laurence Binyon words in this newsletter were recited in Episode 4 of the 

series at the celebration of the very first ANZAC day in Africa.  

 

Last call to submit your bio for a future issue.  If you have any questions of what to write or how 

to format it, you might look back at Phan Rang Newsletter 140 to see what others have done.  

As you will see, any format is acceptable.  Please email to me. 

 

This newsletter was compiled and published by Douglas Severt.  Previous issues of the Phan 

Rang Newsletter are available here for download.   

https://www.design-apparel.com/collections/air-force-2017-phan-rang-products
mailto:dougsevert@cox.net
http://theseverts.com/Phan_Rang_AB.htm

